





eyvmeve eae FT VavVeormvew 








as second-class matter at the post o 


Smnday School Canes 


4 The Suter, God a Ce, eae as second-class matter July 16, 1078, at the post gies 6 at Philadelphia, Pa., under 


ffice, Ottawa 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A, 


Philadelphia, August 17, 1946 
Volume Elghty-sight, No. 33 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 755 








Lesson for September 1 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—Jesus and Right Use of Property. 
Exed. 20:15; Deut. 25:13; 27:17; Prov. 
20:7-9; Mic. 2:2, 3; Matt. 5:40-42; 6:19-34; 
Luke 6:27-86; 19:1-8, 45, 46; 2 Cor. 13:7, 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Providing the Times for Sunday School 





DL. <i. de sviaaddassedcstvans 138 

Making Records for Central American In- 
dians. Il. By Mildred M. Cook ..... 739 

Evolution’s Embarrassing Lack. V. By 
Arthur I. Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S. ..... 740 

His Birthday Song at Eighty. By the Rev. 
William J, Hart, D.D. ... 741 

Why They Don’t Stay to Sunday ‘School. 
By Marianne Ketchum .. 742 

A Monument to Dr. E. J. Pace. By c. L. 
EE errr errr rere eT ee 742 
International Uniform Lesson ........ 743-749 

Archaeological Side Lights. By Joseph P. 
gE ae cae tens 
A Letter from the Kassounys in Syria -. 7 
Rally Day in Your Sunday School ........ 152 
Children at Home ... na abec Can 

The Young People’s Prayer “Meeting. By 
John W. Lane, Jr. .... ae ee 
Bible Mastery Month .. es 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
— Sf reece rt 154 

we 
My Boast 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobies 


2 Corinthians 12:6 


F BY Thy grace some sweet 
Success has come to me, 
Make me aware how fleet 
Honors on earth may be. 
Oh, humbly, humbly let me pray 
To follow in the narrow way! 
Lord, with the boastful heart — 
“Thus have I been, and done” — 
Help me to have no part; 
One boast, and one alone — 
If aught of grace be seen in me, 
My boast, the Christ of Calvary. 
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What Is the Sunday School ? 


There is no definition of Sunday 
school that would satisfy the thousands 
of faithful teachers and superintendents 
in this country. But Mr. Wade C. Smith 
has quoted a very good one. “I wish 
every Sunday school superintendent 
could appreciate this definition of a 
Sunday school,” he writes, “which is 
the best I have ever seen: ‘The Sun- 
day school is the Church studying and 
teaching God’s Word, to win souls to 


Christ, develop them in His likeness, 
and train them for His service.’ There 
it is, the whole matter, in a nutshell.” 
This does cover the work of the Sunday 
school pretty well. It also sets a stand- 
ard by which we can measure the work 
that each of us is doing in our own 
school. Are we teaching the Bible as 
God’s Word? Are we seeing souls won 
to Christ? Are the children and young 
people growing up into His likeness? 
Are new teachers coming from our own 
school, and are the young people going 
out into Christian service in home and 
foreign fields? 


x 
The Secret of McCheyne's Power 


What a priceless possession is a 
good name! There have been men and 
women — and there still are today, thank 
God — whose very names are remem- 
bered in the Christian Church with 
thankfulness. Robert Murray McCheyne, 
minister of St. Peter’s Church, Dundee, 
Scotland, was one of these, though he 
did not reach the age of thirty. Among 
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the many whom he led to Christ was 
the Rev. Thomas Alexander, who had 
formerly been a drunkard, but who 
through the transforming power of the 
grace of God became in his turn a min- 
ister of the Gospel. In later years he 
wrote of his conversion, and described 
Mr. McCheyne’s manner of preaching. 
In his concluding remarks, he said: “I 
have been often asked, What do you 
think was the secret of this man’s power? 
I answer, It ought to be no secret at 
all. It was simply, ‘I believed, and there- 
fore have I spoken; we also believe, and 
therefore speak.’ God was the secret 
of. his strength. Holiness was the secret 
of his strength. Prayer was the secret 
of his strength.” This is a simple ex- 
planation, but a costly secret. McCheyne 
was willing to pay the price. Undoubt- 
edly one cause of our weakness today, 
and of the lack of revival, is that many 
of us are not willing to pay that price. 
But let us ask God to make us willing, 
and to do again what He did for Scot- 
land and England and Wales, for Mc- 
Cheyne and his minister friends were 
men of like passions with ourselves. 
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Servant of God, Well Done! 


This editorial, by Ernest Gordon, reviews, “Breakfast Table Autocrat. 
The Life Story of Henry Parsons Crowell.” By Richard Ellsworth Day. 
(Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10; $3.) 


ENS of millions of breakfast tables 
begin the day with Quaker Oats, 
and that means a prodigious busi- 
ness in manufacture. The Quaker Oats 
Company has in various parts of the 
world twelve great plants, as many 
smaller ones, and more than eighty grain 
elevators. In all a quarter billion en- 
terprise ! 

The great executive who was at the 
head of this tremendous business was 
Henry P. Crowell. As if this were not 
enough, he was a large manufacturer 
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Comfort for Dark Days 








“Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses: but we will re- 
member the name of the Lord our 
God” (Psa. 20:7). 




















of stoves; and built up one of the five 
greatest cattle herds in the United States, 
breeding and raising Herefords of eon- 
summate racial quality and making it 
pay. 

But there was another and even more 
wonderful side to Mr. Crowell’s life. 
In his teens he worked as a shoe clerk 
in Chicago, and, as it chanced, went to 
hear another who had, in early life, 
also been a shoe clerk in Chicago. Mr. 
Moody fold his audience that he liked 
to think great things for God. The Lord 
deserved them — whether in evangelism 
or in money-making for God. And great 
things could be done by any man fully 
consecrated to Him, whether educated 
or uneducated. 

To young Crowell these words were 
as God-spoken. “All God needed was 
just a man! Well by the grace of God, 
I would be God’s man! To be sure, I 
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would never preach like Moody. But 
I could make money and help support 
the labors of men like Moody.” Then 
came the resolution, “Oh God, if 
you will allow me to make money 
to be used in Your service I will keep 
my name out of it so You will have the 
glory.” ? 

He never saw Moody again, but in a 
peculiar sense he became Mr. Moody’s 
successor. 

He prospered in everything he touched. 
At the turn of the century he came 
under the instruction of Mr. William 
R. Newell, a widely useful Bible teacher 
then connected with the Moody Bible 
Institute. He invited him to hold Bible 
readings in his home. Then things hap- 
pened. His wife, who had been little 
interested in the things of Christ, was 
soundly converted, and Mr. Crowell, at 
the age of forty-three, entered upon a 
period of greater consecration and 
greater spiritual wisdom. Of Mr. Newell 
he ever said, “I owe more to W. R. 
Newell than to any other man.” 


This spiritual experience was the over- 
ture te his labors of forty years in 
behalf of the Moody Bible Institute. It 
was, he said, speaking for his wife and 
himself, “our wider grasp of the Bible 
that drew us to the Institute. ... Dr. 
Gray’s being made president was one 
of the leading factors that interested 
me in joining the Institute staff.” 

The Institute was at the time in @¢ 
bad way, without money, without pres- 
tige, with an insufficient constituency of 
friends. Mr. Crowell put his shoulder 
to the wheel and pulled it out of the 
rut. He, one of Chicago’s great mer- 
chant princes, spent every Tuesday 
afternoon at the Moody board meeting, 
and that for more than a generation of 
years. His gifts must have been very 
great indeed, as expenditures each year 
were between a half and three quarters 
of a million. Under his guidance, for 
example, the Moody Annuity Plan, 
which never defaulted one month in 
those forty years, has been used to train 
young men and women, broadcast the 
Gospel, for jail preaching, street preach- 
ing, and hospital visitation. As a conse- 
quence of all this efficient management, 
and more, the renewed Moody Institute 
has won to its support through the years 
a host of contributing friends. 

Mr. Crowell gave himself to witness. 
After church services he and his wife 
would talk to people about their souls 
in the auditorium of the Fourth Pres- 
byterian Church, where he worshiped, 
and continued so to do in spite of the 
pastor’s protest. A prominent business- 
man, with whom he was lunching at 
the Union League Club under the Lin- 
coln portrait, was surprised when he 
began to urge on him a definite surren- 
der of his life to Christ. 

“I, then and there, decided,” he re- 
lates, “just as I would a corporation 
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question, to come to God . . . from that 
day I have been a new creature in 
Christ Jesus . . . all my doubts, skepticism 


concerning the Scriptures as the incor- 
ruptible word of God, the atonement 
of Jesus, were swept away . . the 
thoughtless oath was gone... . I went 
back to my office and told my closest 
associate ... he grasped my hand and 
said, ‘I will start with you!” 

And he was in the lead of most of the 
great Christian movements of his time. 
With George N. Taylor, he first intro- 
duced and developed every member 
canvasses. As head of the Layman’s 
Evangelistic Council of Chicago he or- 
ganized the campaigns of Dr. Torrey, 
Gipsy Smith, Chapman and Alexander, 
and Billy Sunday. He was chairman of 
the Invitation Committee of the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church to call on 15,000 
unchurched young men living within a 
half-mile radius of the church. He was 
active, too, in promoting public moral- 
ity. With Clifford Barnes he organized 
the Committee of Fifteen, the results 
of whose work were: 

The passage of the Mann Act against traf- 
fic in women. 

The First Illinois State Law against pan- 
dering. 

The Injunction and Abatement Law. 

The closing of the Red Light district. 

He backed the Juvenile Protective As- 
sociation, put the loan sharks out of 
business, organized the Personal Loan 
and Savings Bank to lend money at rea- 
sonable rates. He was active in the 
movements for jury reform and police 
reform. 

He never, as far as known, used the 
phrase “social service,” yet made im- 
mense contributions of wise guidance 
and substantial backing to social reforms. 
He did not think these activities would 
“bring in the Kingdom of God” —far 
from it. But he did recognize that we 
have obligations to the present earthly 
life of misled and outraged men and 
women. 

Mr. Crowell was a great almoner to 
all sorts of Christian causes. “For over 
forty years,” he was finally induced to 
confess, “I have given sixty to seventy 
per cent of my income to God.” (It 
was forty years back that he obtained 
his deeper knowledge of the Bible in 
Mr. Newell’s classes.) Then he added: 
“T’'ve never gotten ahead of God! He 
has always been ahead of me!” Which 
has been the testimony of all tithers 
and even super-tithers! He gave not 
only to large enterprises but to indi- 
viduals in difficulty—the aged, the 
stranded, widows, and missionaries 
whose years of service were over and 
who were just waiting; to young men 
struggling for an education, to nurses in 
training. 

His biographer prints a letter from 
Mr. Sam Higginbottom, concerning a gift 
of $5,000. “Without that gift, I ques- 
tion if we would ever have had the 
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Agricultural Institute” — which has be- 
come one of the glories of American 
missions in India. 

When on the eve of the Passion our 
Lord washed His disciples’ feet, He said: 
“I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.... 
If ye know these things, happy are ye 
if ye do them.” One of the Chicago 
friends of the Crowells was Mrs. T. C. 
Rounds, who for years had led the Chi- 
cago Hebrew Mission. Then age did its 
work and strength failed. 

What did Mr. Crowell do? He said to 
Mrs. Rounds and her assistant, Mrs. 
Uttly, “I would like to have you retire 
and make your home with me in Au- 
gusta,” his beautiful Southern residence. 

No sooner did they get there than 
they started Bible classes in the East 
Living Room. Their influence perme- 
ated the whole city, and in the following 
years more than 300 persons made the 
great surrender, not to speak of those 
whose Christian lives were deepened 
and strengthened. Here is one example: 

“I was a cigarette smoking, cocktail 
drinking, small town, rich girl. My 

(Continued on page 750) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Providing the Times for 
Sunday School Workers 


Recently an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the Berean Interdenomina- 
tional Sunday School was prepares 
and unanimously passed, to the effect 
that Berean Sunday School finance for 
its present superintendent and all suc- 


ceeding superintendents an annual 
subscription to THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 


The purpose of this amendment is 
to give the Sunday school and the 
superintendent the constant testimony 
of the Times as a safeguard of spiritual 
life and fidelity to the Word of God. 


We have the utmost confidence in 
the Tres and its “true to the Word” 
position, and we feel its influence is 
a priceless aid to us and to our super- 
intendent. We recommend our policy 
to any church which may consider 
adopting a policy similar to that which 
we have just adopted—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 

The Tres was happy to learn of the 
plan outlined above, which has been 
put into effect in the Berean Interde- 
nominational Sunday School in Scran- 
ton, Pa. The writer enclosed a check 
for the first annual subscription. Such 
a plan is not very expensive, for a single 
subscription costs only $2.25. Other Sun- 
day schools might be in a position to 
supply the Trvss not only to their super- 
intendent, but to the other officers and 
teachers. If this were done, they could 


take advantage of the club rate,. by 
which subscriptions in lots of five or 
more may be obtained at $1.75 each for 
the year. 
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ll. Making Records for Central 


American Indians 


By MILDRED M. COOK 


OUTH of the border are the Indian 
Sy tribes. Fifty-two of them are in 

Mexico alone; others in North, Cen- 
tral, and South America. Most of these 
groups do not speak Spanish. Often 
they have no written language, no Bible, 
no missionary. Borne in upon the con- 
sciousness of Miss Ridderhof and her 
associates was the realization that some- 
one should go among these Indian tribes, 
taking equipment for making Gospel 
records and establishing contacts for this 
purpose among (as they thought) nine 
or ten language groups. 

At once praise was offered for this 
possibility, and a tentative date was 
set for the leaving of two workers on 
this mission. 

That they would be delayed, perhaps 
indefinitely, seemed unavoidable from 
a natural viewpoint. War was in prog- 
ress. Money for the journey was no- 
where in sight, for in a faith work of 
this kind, where no worker receives a 
salary, there is never an accumulation 
of any surplus. The usual queries per- 
sisted: Was it wise to attempt the trip 
at all? Did God intend them to enter 
upon it? 


God’s Better Way 


The workers prayerfully analyzed 
their motives. Certainly the expedition 
was not desired for personal pleasure 
or notoriety, but only for the getting of 
the Gospel to those who need it. Con- 
sequently, following their principle of 
praising God for everything, and look- 
ing to Him to close doors as well as to 
open them according to His will, they 
made preparation to go. 

Weeks passed—a long period, which 
was apparently productive only of con- 
fusion. The small car intended for the 
trip proved inadequate. A _ station 
wagon would be ideal, but where could 
one be found for the purpose? More- 
over, in the war years, as everyone 
recalls, gasoline coupons were not issued 
for unessential travel, and in the eyes 
of the authorities this proposed jaunt 
was highly unnecessary. 

It was Saturday preceding the Tues- 
day on which the trip was scheduled 
to begin. That morning the ration board 
categorically declined any co-operation. 
Furthermore, there was no prospect of 
securing the use of a station wagon. 

“I admit that for a few moments I 
wavered in the matter of rejoicing,” 
Miss Ridderhof confesses. “Although I 
was resigned to staying at home if neces- 
sary, I certainly was not highly elated 
over the turn of things.” 


And finding hidden blessings 
in faith-testing delays 


Last week Miss Cook told how Miss 
Joy Ridderhof began the work of 
making Gospel records in many lan- 
guages. At the same time Miss Rid- 
derhof has been learning what it 
means to praise God for everything 
He sends, and she has helped many 
others to “rejoice evermore.” Miss 
Cook concludes her story this week, 
telling of new lessons learned in see- 
ing all things work together for 
good. The headquarters of the Gos- 
pel Recordings, Inc., are at 124 Wit- 
mer Street, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 








But early that Saturday afternoon 
news came of the purchase of a station 
wagon at the cost of $2,160 by a Chris- 
tian doctor who desired to offer the 
car to the Buenas Nuevas workers for 
their proposed trip. Furthermore, the 
person who had owned the car previ- 
ously had intended to take it to Mex- 
ico and had had it serviced with that 
destination in mind. He also had ob- 
tained an allotment of gasoline coupons 
which were readily transferred to the 
new owners, 


“When I saw how wonderfully God 
had worked,” Miss Ridderhof declares, 
“He and I had an understanding. I re- 
gretted that I had not rejoiced in the 
gasoline refusal when I saw how mar- 
velously all this fitted into God’s plan 
for providing for us a better way. I 
determined by His grace from this mo- 
ment on that rejoicing in all the Lord’s 
dealings was to be an unswerving prac- 
tice in my own life and in the work 
of Gospel Recordings as well.” 


The journey southward furnished 
many opportunities for putting this de- 
cision to the test. There was a long de- 
lay while Central American passports 
were awaited, but it was delay with re- 
joicing. At length the door opened for 
a glorious trip into three countries in 
Central America, with the result that 
records were made in Indian languages 
representing a million souls! 


Another delay occurred when the 
group was ready to return to Mexico, 
en route to the United States, with their 
precious cargo of records. They were 
informed that because of censorship 
regulations it would be impossible to 
take the records with them. Various 
officials were approached, but the reply 
was always the same, “I would help you 
if I could, but there is positively no 
way.” Hearing this dismal ultimatum, 
the group rejoiced, knowing that with 


(3) 739 


God nothing is impossible. In due time 
the name of an official not yet visited 
was suggested, and in a miraculous way 
the workers and their products were 
enabled to pass the border with a legal 
permit. Incidentally, the delay in Mex- 
ico made possible the obtaining of rec- 
ords in certain Indian languages where 
hitherto such a project had been im- 
possible, and the legal action taken on 
the record censorship proved a boon 
in many other matters in the days that 
followed. 

In all, Gospel recordings were made 
in 35 languages during the trip South. 
Thirty of these were Indian languages, 
25 of which do not as yet have any part 
of the Bible available. in their own 
tongue. Now the former complaint of 
converts that “no one will listen” to 
the Gospel is a thing of the past. Scores 
of comments like this are received: 
“Filogonia, Mazeteco merchant, is for- 
ever playing his Mazeteco Gospel rec- 
ords.” In villages, market places, and 
isolated primitive dwellings, the good 
news of the Gospel is being heard. 

Delays? One should praise God for 
them, expecting Him to do “great and 
mighty things”; this is both the belief 
and the experience of the workers at 
Gospel Recordings. 


Rejoicing Over Mistakes 


The leaders of this work point out 
that there is a sense in which the child 
of God who is walking in fellowship 
with Him, and experiencing the daily 
cleansing of the Word, may commit even 
his mistakes to God, expecting Him to 
bring good out of seeming inadequacy 
and defeat. The following incident is 
an illustration of the point. 

Not long ago, a new worker was 
needed at headquarters. With indi- 
viduals and groups constantly coming 
to serve gratuitously at the studio, it 
was found that the providing of simple 
meals was both a saving of time and a 
means of happy fellowship. Someone 
was needed to plan the household affairs. 
In days when high wages were being 
paid for domestic help, where could a 
person be found who was capable and 
yet willing to come without salary, re- 
garding monetary return as secondary 
to the joy of serving the Lord? 

“You will never find anyone!” friends 
affirmed. 

“Well, the Lord knows the need. We 
will begin praising Him now for what- 
ever way He will use to meet our need.” 

About this time, one of the staff mem- 
bers was asked to speak at a fellowship 
meeting of young women—a group of 
domestic employees who use their “day 
off” once a rnonth for the development 
of missionary interests. 

But a strange thing happened. The 
speaker forgot to appear! Although 
she was not in the habit of missing ap- 
pointments, this time she overlooked 
the engagement entirely. Humiliated 
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and sorry, she wrote an apology to the 
leader. 

“I had been looking forward to be- 
ing at your meeting,” she explained, 
“for I wanted to talk to you about our 
need here at Gospel Recordings. Perhaps 
sometime you may be in touch with a 
person who would fit in here.” The re- 
quirements of the position were stated, 
much more fully than they could have 
been given orally. . 

“It was hard for me to praise God 
for everything,” this worker admitted, 
“even for the blunder of my forgetting.” 

But the answer came in a few days, in 
the person of the president who had 
received the letter! Employed in a fine 
Pasadena home, and receiving an ex- 
cellent salary, she stated that the let- 
ter had been God’s confirmation of a 
desire of her own heart that she engage 
in Christian work. 

She came, and, within twenty-four 
hours of her establishment. at Gospel 
Recordings, had a part in ministering to 
a large group of studio helpers, and 
through them to thousands of others in 
Africa for whom Gospel records were 
made that day. 


REJOICING OvER HINDRANCES 

In unexpected ways, God meets the 
requirements for advance. Therefore 
why should not the Christian praise 
Him, even when nothing but hindrances 
can be seen? There was a time when 
thé supply of material for processing 
the Gospel records was exhausted. Only 
one factory was accepting business out- 
side of Government orders. This firm, 
at first willing to do work for Gospel 
Recordings, declined after a few months 
because of scarcity of materials. 

“Perhaps, after the war...” the owner 
encouraged. 

Miss Ridderhof smiled. “But we have 
faith in God,” she told him. 

That night there was a prayer meet- 
ing “with thanksgiving” in the house on 
the hill. It was not a long, agonizing 
period of praying. A little group knelt 
to tell God simply that He knew their 
need, and He knew also about the mil- 
licens waiting for the Gospel, and would 
He please send along what was neces- 
sary? Then they thanked Him ‘for the 
very circumstance that was causing the 
hindrance. 

A few days later the telephone rang 
in the Buenas Nuevas office. A repre- 
sentative of the factory was on the line. 
“The boss wants you to know,” this 
person explained, “that you can come 
along with your orders if you want to. 
He doesn’t know how it happened, but 
he has a shipment that seems to have 
come from nowhere. He can take on 
your work.” 

The stock that come “from nowhere,” 
as the factoryman supposed, was suffi- 
cient not only to meet the immediate 
need. but also that of many months to 
come. It was God’s answer to prayer 
and praise. 
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With some 2,800 languages in the 
world, the work of providing Gospel 
records has just begun. At the close 
of the war, hundreds of doors were flung 
open to sections hitherto barred to the 
Gospel, especially in China, Africa, and 
Latin America. 

With faith in God and praise to Him, 
Gospel Recordings promises to furnish 
Gospel discs in any language in which 
they are needed and requested. In 
other words, if you are a missionary in 
Away Beyond Nowhere, and you know 
that Gospel records in the language of 
your clientele will reveal Christ as Sav- 
iour to your flock, all you have to do 
to set the wheels in operation is to 
write a letter explaining your situation. 
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Your shipment may not come by re- 
turn mail — although it may, and by air 
mail at that. Time may be required to 
“pray in” the talent, the funds, and other 
essentials for the dialect you specify. 
But as God enables, you will surely get 
your order, the staff of Gospel Record- 
ings ccufidently affirms. “For,” it is 
pointed out, “would He present to us a 
need unless He were willing and able 
to meet it?” 

Thus lessons in rejoicing continue to 
be iearned. Need it be added that the 
rest of heart and stimulation to zeal 
that this practice develops may be the 
portion also of any child of God who 
will “rejoice ever more”? 


Los ANGELES. 


Evolution’s Embarrassing Lack 
9 
And what the authorities regretfully say about it 


This is the fifth in Dr. Brown’s series on evolution. 


By ARTHUR I. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


Further articles 


will appear at approximately monthly intervals. 


ONTINUING the strange story of the 

first evolutionary cell and its al- 
leged series of progressive changes 
through various forms of life until the 
human stage is reached, it is interest- 
ing to observe that evolutionary author- 
ities admit regretfully that there is no 
evidence worthy of the name to link 
invertebrates with vertebrates. As a 
matter of fact the same embarrassing 
lack is found everywhere. The very 
necessary intermediate forms between 
the various types seem all to be non- 
existent. 


If these links ever existed, they would 
be found today only.in fossil form. All 
available evidence pertinent to evolu- 
tionary changes deals with conditions 
that prevail in animal life at the pres- 
ent time. Where there are no fossils, 
the evolutionist assumes that the changes 
demanded by the theory must have 
taken place, and he then blandly takes 
this for granted. There is no record 
of invertebrate life, since such crea- 
tures were without bones or hard parts. 


Professor Romer, in his article on 
“The Evolution of the Vertebrates” 
(“The Nature of the World and of Man,” 
p. 304), says: 


In the treatment of animals, other 
than vertebrates, the evolutionary 
theory is mainly based on evidence 
obtained from living creatures, since 
the greater part of the evolution of 
these forms seem to have taken place 
bas the fossil record becomes at 

ear. 


Professor Lull says (“Creative Evolu- 
tion,” p. 258): 


Except for a persistent type of be- 
ing known as Amphioxus or Branchi- 
ostoma, which to this day inhabits the 
shallow waters bordering the conti- 
nents. there is no trace of the imnor. 


tant link connecting the vertebrates 

with their invertebrate forbears. 

Professor William King Gregory, also 
in “Creative Evolution,” p. 272, writes: 

There is yet no general agreement 
as to which group of invertebrates 
gave rise to the vertebrates. 

Not only is this true in regard to 
these two classes of organisms, but there 
is the same absence of linking forms 
between all other types. The theory 
postulates changes from invertebrates 
to vertebrates, or fish, amphibians, rep- 
tiles, birds and hairy mammals, sub- 
humans to humans. If these changes 
ever took place throughout many mil- 
lions of years, the fossil record ought 
to abound with plenty of imperfect ver- 
tebral columns. But, unfortunately for 
those who argue for these changes, not 
a single link between any two types has 
been discovered. This fact does not ex- 
clude variations within the type, but 
it does argue strongly against any wide 


‘changes ever having occurred. 


In addition there is no sign of any 
intermediate forms today anywhere on 
earth. The amoeba is still with us, and 
practically all other forms, in almost 
exactly the same structure as that found 
in fossils. And this in face of the con- 
tention that evolution is still operating. 
All we can say is, “Show us the evi- 
dence.” And when we make that re- 
quest we are said to be too critical! 


With pathetic eagerness evolutionists 
grasp at the slightest resemblance to a 
connecting link, only to have their 
hopes dashed to the ground by a more 
intensified study. An instance of this is 
seen in the Archaeopteryx, which at 
first was claimed to be “an animal, 
which, in its feathers and the greater 
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part of its organization, is a veritable 
bird, while in other parts it is distinctly 
reptilian.” 

Dr. Osborn admitted that Archeop- 
teryx is a bird (“Origin and Evolution 
of Life,” p. 229), but still believed that 
somewhere in antiquity—possibly 20,- 
000,000 years ago-——there might have 
been a transmutation from reptile to 
bird. Of course he had no evidence to 
support his idea, but seeing that evo- 
lution must have taken place, nothing 
else seemed to be possible. But we de- 
mand evidence. 

Dr. Hans Frederick Gadow, lecturer 
on Geology, Cambridge University, 
wrote in “Encyclopedia Britannica” 
llth edition): 

Archeopteryx was, after all, a bird 
although still somewhat primitive, and 
the question as to what rank of rep- 
tile has given rise to the bird is still 
unanswered. 

Professor T. H. Morgan, the eminent 
biologist, wrote in “Evolution and Adap- 
tation,” p. 43: 

Within the period of human history 
there has not been a single instance 
of the transmutation of one species 
into another and it must be admitted 
that evolution lacks the one essential 
bit of evidence which it requires to 
make it a science. 

It might be thought that these deadly 
admissions would cause the enthusiasts 
some concern, but, if we are to judge 
by the very confident assertions uttered 
with pontifical authority as to the cer- 
tainty and the “colossal mass” of avail- 
able evidence, nothing can dampen the 
fanatical ardor of dyed-in-the-wool ad- 
vocates of transformism. 

Wherever we come upon ancient 
forms of life in fossils, it is certainly 
remarkable to note the great resem- 
blance with modern forms. One would 
think that, if there is evolution any- 
where, plants would not escape. But, 
here again, there is absolutely no com- 
fort for the believer in evolution. And 
so, we are not surprised to read what 
Dr. Osborn wrote: 

The entire plant world has re- 
mained for an immense period, rela- 
tively unbalanced, static, unchanged, 
or persistent types. 

All the scientists seem to believe that 
plants are not now, nor ever were, in 
any direct line of descent with other 
living things. 

Professor Kellogg says in “Evolution,” 
p. 171: 

We must not think of plants and ani- 
mals as constituting a linear evolu- 
tionary series, the lower animals ris- 
ing from the higher plants. The plants 
and animals constitute two separate, 
or better, divergent lines of evolution, 
which arose from simple, generalized, 
common ancestors in the early history 
of the earth. 

Wherever we look we find the same 
condition—no large changes in struc- 
ture. The ant provides us with inter- 
esting data. Fossil forms have been un- 
covered—and given an antiquity of 
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many millions of years. It might be 
expected that these remarkable insects 
would provide fine material for evolu- 
tion. But here is what Professor Wil- 
liam M. Wheeler of Harvard University 
wrote in his article on the subject in 
“Creation by Evolution,” pp. 214, 215: 

I have studied no less than 10,000 
specimens from the Baltic Amber, and 
8,000 from the Flurissant shales. ... 
All this material shows that the fossi 
ants ... belong to extinct species. ... 
We are unable to detect any signifi- 
cant evolution of the ant as a whole 
during the millions of years of ter- 
tiary time. . . . The only important 
conclusion we are at present justified 
in drawing is that the ants are a very 
old group of insects which long ago 
attained their present stage of evolu- 
tion, and have since been marking 
time or changing very slowly and im- 
perceptibly. 

Are we not justified in asking, “Why 
did evolution pass by the ants?” The 
answer is—no evolution. 

In April, 1939, Life magazine published a 
large photograph of a recently captured 
coelacanth fish, caught in December, 
1938, off the coast of South Africa, when 
the nets, down to forty fathoms, pulled 
up two tons of familiar fishes. The pic- 
ture carried this headline in large type, 
“Century’s Most Amazing Scientific Find 
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Is This Live Fish of 50,000,000 Years 
Ago.” On the same page was given 
the picture of an ancient fossil coela- 
canth, given an age of more than 50,000,- 
000 years. The two pictures seem ‘io be 
almost identical. 

Life comments: 

On March 16, a jury of eminent 
British scientists led by British Mu- 
seum’s Assistant Curator of Zoology 
gave this verdict: “One of the most 
amazing events in the realm of natu- 
ral history.” - 
The reason for this sensational state- 

ment is the fact that the coelacanth has 
not been touched by evolution over a 
period of 250,000,000 years, to give the 
period mentioned by the authorities. 

Examples such as these could be given 
indefinitely. There have been slight 
changes within the type, but nothing 
which would ever cause one kind to 
change into another. Everything re- 
produces “after its kind,” and this is 
God’s law laid down in the first chap- 
ter of Genesis, ten times over. 

It looks to me as if'this law will stand 
against all the assaults of men who deny 
the infallibility of Scripture. Yes, “all 
things were made by him”’—what a 
Saviour! 

Victoria, B. C. 


His Birthday Song at Eighty 


An octogenarian minister tells of another 
who was a leader in British Methodism 


MOST versatile man and one greatly 

beloved and honored was the Rev. 
F. Luke Wiseman, D.D., Litt.D., a leader 
in British Methodism until the very day 
of his death, January 16, 1944. He was 
a scholar, an evangelical preacher of rare 
charm, and one of the best informed 


-persons of this generation on the hymns 


of Charles Wesley. The latest edition 
of “The Methodist Hymn Book” (Lon- 
don, 1933), was edited by him. On the 
day of his death, at the advanced age 
of eighty-five, he preached in the morn- 
ing in Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, Lon- 
don, and in the afternoon at the Radnor 
Street Mission. He was still the active 
pastor of historic Wesley’s Chapel. It 
was wartime, and the difficulties were 
many. The physical strain must have 
been very great. 

A “sweet singer in Israel” was Dr. 
Wiseman. As a young man he sang ina 
large chorus in the renowned Crystal 
Palace when “The Messiah” was ren- 
dered. Several of his tunes (for he was 
also a composer) are found in “The 
Methodist Hymn Book.” He was able to 
sing to the last, and on some great 
occasions he conducted special choirs in 
music festivals. He had a joyful spirit. 
The opening hymn of his last service 
was: 


By the Rev. WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


My heart and voice I raise, 

To spread Messiah's praise. 

While the closing hymn of his last serv- 
ice on earth, and in which he probably 
joined in singing, was also of a happy 
strain: 

When we walk with the Lord 

In the light of His Word 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

The aged man that evening sat by his 
own fireside, and while quietly resting 
he fell asleep. When he awoke it was 
to join the angels in a warless world. 
Then, with Charles Wesley and a great 
multitude of the redeemed, we can be- 
lieve that he joined in singing the “new 
song” before the throne of God. 

Unable to answer personally the large 
number of greetings he received on his 
eightieth birthday, he sent out cards to 
his friends with the last verse of what 
is known as Wesley’s “birthday hymn’ 
printed on them. This hymn begins with 
the words: 

Away with our fears! 
The glad morning appears 
When an heir of salvation was born! 
From Jehovah I came, 
For His glory I am, 
And to Him I with singing return. 


Charles Wesley celebrated his thirty- 
(Continued on page 750) 
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Why They Don’t Stay to Sunday School 


Reasons why boys and girls—and adults—slip away 


WAS almost a stranger in the little 

church I was visiting. After the ser- 
mon I waited and waited. If I had 
hurried out, like many bashful strangers, 
probably the minister at the door would 
have been the only one to speak to me. 
When they saw I was waiting, two or 
three women asked me if I wouldn’t 
stay to Sunday school. 

“I intend to if someone will tell my 


By MARIANNE KETCHUM 


two little boys where their class is,” 
I replied. I waited while they tried to 
find the superintendent to ask him. My 
boys were finally seated with a class 
of boys from eight to eighteen years of 
age in spite of the objection of one of 
the bigger boys, “They’re too little. They 
don’t belong with us.” 

The trouble was that there was no chil- 
dren’s teacher present except the one for 
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the two tiny tots. No one knew if the ab- 
sent teachers would come in late as 
they sometimes did. The superintendent 
didn’t bother to find a substitute until 
he had given up hope that the absent 
teachers might come. In the meantime 
several children went home, as I have 
seen them do in other churches, after 
remarking that they guessed they 
weren’t going to have any class. Finally 
the eight or nine boys from two or three 
classes were all put in together. 


Children of an older class usually 
dislike to go to Sunday school if they 
think they may have to go into a 
younger class. It is usually better to 
put the class without a teacher with 
the next older class, if one cannot get 
a substitute teacher. If the teacher of 
the Juniors, for instance, must also teach 
the Intermediates for a Sunday, it is 
better to take her class to the place 
where the older children sit. The 
Juniors feel it a slight honor and the 
Intermediates do not feel the insult of 
having to sit in the place designated for 
younger children. Also girls are apt 
to be more willing to go into a boys’ 
class than boys are to go into'a “sissy” 
class. However, boys and girls get along 
well together if they are used to it. If 
there is any doubt about a teacher com- 
ing, a substitute should go to her place 
at once, before any pupils go home. 


I remember a one-room church where 
it was almost impossible to leave the 
morning service without staying to Sun- 
day school. It was a small Sunday 
school, where the church organist was 
also the Sunday school pianist. There 
was no intermission, and no time for 
visiting. Almost the minute the bene- 
diction was over, the organist stepped 
over to the piano and began playing 
a familiar hymn and the people began 
moving quickly to their places. 


I remember a church where they 
tried a good plan. Three or four women 
stood by the door after church and, in 
the friendliest manner, stopped everyone 
who was trying to skip Sunday school. 

It was soon after I moved to a cer- 
tain town that the superintendent met 
me on the street and asked me in the 
most worried way if I had been too 
sick to go to church the Sunday before. 
“How in the world did he notice my 
absence?” I asked a friend, for I felt quite 
flattered. “He remembers about every- 
one who is absent, whether it is only 
once in a while or often,” was her re- 
ply. “He usually manages to see them 
and ask them about it, too. Honestly, 
we'd rather go to church if we were 
almost sick abed than to have to apol- 
ogize to him about it.” 

Where the officers and other members 
of the Sunday school show a real inter- 
est in absentees, and where they begin 
Sunday school promptly, people are apt 
to stay. 


Genoa, N. Y. 
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LESSON 9. SEPTEMBER 1. JESUS AND RIGHT USE OF PROPERTY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exod. 20:15; Deut. 25:13; 27:17; Prov. 30: 7-9; Mic. 2:2, 3; Matt. 5:40-42; 6:19-34, 
Luke 6:27-36; 19:1-8, 45, 46; 2 Cor. 13:7: printed text, Exod. 20:15; Prov. 30: 7-9; Matt. 6:25-33 


Golden Text.—Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.—Matt. 6:20, 21 


Kinc JAMEs VERSION 
Exod. 20:15 Thou shalt not steal. 


Prov. 30:7 Two things have I required of thee; deny me them 
not before I die: 

8 Remove far frornm me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 

9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lorp? 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain. 


Matt. 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? 


28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to 
day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


CRIPTURE nowhere countenances 
Ss the communistic theories so cur- 

rent today, an ideology which 
would destroy individual property in- 
terests. Both in the Law of Moses and 
in the teaching of our Lord, property 
is looked on as a stewardship committed 
to men by God and to be administered 
in accordance with the principles laid 
down in the Word. There is no confu- 
sion of mine and thine. Each one is 
entitled to the fruits of his honest labor, 
but all are responsible to consider the 
needs of others and to be ready to 
communicate to those in more difficult 
cirgmstances than themselves. The two 
Commandments, “Thou shalt not steal” 
and “Thou shalt. not covet ... any thing 
that is thy neighbour’s,” make it clear 
that each man has title to his own in- 
dividual property. The general Com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself,” is the rebuke of all 
selfishness and indifference to the needs 
of the poor and distressed. 

It is God who gives ability to accumu- 
late wealth, whether by the labor of 
the hands or by the exercise of men- 
tal powers in the learned professions. 
The attainment of great riches is, how- 
ever, never to be one’s object in life, 
but rather to earn by honest endeavor 
that which frees from want and enables 
one to minister to his less fortunate 
fellows. 

That there was, for a short period, 
a kind of voluntary Christian com- 
munism is evident from the early chap- 
ters of Acts (Acts 4:32), but these ppac- 
tices soon passed away with the cir- 
cumstances that demanded them. As 


the church grew in numbers and in 
ability to breast the difficulties of the 
times, we find those who possessed 
larger means than others responding 
to the needs of their brethren in a truly 
fraternal spirit, but without relinquish- 
ing title to the fruits of their thrift 
(Acts 11:28-30; 2 Cor. 8:9). 


The Historical Setting 


The Law was given at Sinai about 
1,500 years before Christ. Proverbs was 
written by King Solomon some 750 
years later. The Sermon on the Mount 
was delivered by the Lord Jesus on the 
hill back of Capernaum probably in the 
late spring of A.D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:15—“Thou shalt not steal.” 
One of the very first things a child 
needs to be taught is the difference be- 
tween that which is rightfully his own 
and that which belongs to another. To 
appropriate what does not belong to me 
is to become a thief. No philosophical 
system of economics can change this 
basic principle, for it is a divine law 
and can never be set aside with im- 
punity: All through Scripture this is 
recognized, and it is one of the foun- 
dations. of civilization that cannot be 
ignored without detriment to the entire 
social structure. 


Prov. 30:7—“‘Two things have I re- 
quired of thee.” This is the beginning 
of a prayer uttered by an otherwise 
unknown sage, called Agur, the son of 
Jakeh. His words are quoted by Solo- 
mon in the Book of Proverbs as those 
of an inspired man. 


Verse 8—“Give me neither poverty 
nor riches.” Choosing the golden mean 
of sufficient wealth to preserve from 
want, Agur stresses the danger to which 
man is subjected by both extremes: of 
dire need or vast treasures. Far better 


is it to have sufficient for comfort and 
to recognize all as coming from the good 
hand of God. 


Verse 9.—“Lest I be full, and deny 
thee.” With great wealth there is al- 
ways the danger of arrogance of spirit 
and independence of God. On the other 
hand, many temptations beset the poor. 
There is the danger of trying to obtain 
by dishonesty what one feels he needs 
for the sustenance of himself and his 
dependents. And there is also the temp- 
tation to charge God with unkindness 
and partiality because He permits one 
to be rich and another to suffer from 
poverty. 

Matt. 6:25.—“Take no thought for your 
life,...” Jesus did not mean that His 
followers should be careless or improvi- 
dent. The word really means anxious 
thought. He would have all His own 
free from worry and anxiety and this 
only comes from confidence in God and 
the assurance that He is concerned about 
all our needs. 

Verse 26.—“Behold the fowls of the 
air.” These have, as we would say, no 
visible means of support, yet God, their 
Creator, provides the food that is re- 
quired for their sustenance. Surely His 
interest in men, created in His own 
image, is far greater than His care for 
the birds of the heavens! 

Verse 27.—“‘Which of you by taking 
thought [that is, by anxiety] can add 
one cubit unto his stature?” It was in 
order to show the futility of anxiety 
that the Lord Jesus drew attention to 
this. One might worry because others 
were taller than he, but all his concern 
would not add to his height. We need 
to learn to be content as God has made 
us. 

Verse 28.—“Consider the lilies... 
how they grow.” Who can explain the 
mystery of plant life and growth? Yet 
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every lovely flower is a witness to the 
divine power and should speak to our 
hearts, assuring us that He who gives 
them their beautiful hues will never 
forget the needs of those who trust in 
Him. 

Verse 29.—“Even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.” 
The most costly and beautiful fabrics 
made by man are not to be even com- 
pared with the dainty artistry of the 
Creator as seen in the flowers of the 
field. They are all designed to empha- 
size His unfailing care and infinite wis- 
dom. Every lily should speak to our 
souls of the goodness of our gracious 
God. 


Verse 30.—“Shall he not much more 
clothe you... ?” The One who paints 
the lilies and gives the blush to the rose 
is a God who is concerned about little 
things and who takes note of the small- 
est details having to do with our wel- 
fare. We can, therefore, well trust Him 
to provide food and clothing as required 
for comfort and respectability. 


Verse 31.—“Take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?” Our part is to do the will of 
God as He reveals it to us day by day; 
to be thrifty and conscientious, not 
wasteful or extravagant, and it is His 
part to supply our every need. 


Verse 32.—“Your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things.” What comfort there is in be- 
ing under the loving care of so good 
a Father! It is His delight to provide 
for His children. To worry and be 
anxious is, therefore, to dishonor Him, 
because it is a reflection upon His 
Fatherly heart. 


Verse 33.—“Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness.” This 
is not a command to the unregenerate 
to seek for the Kingdom, but rather 
it is a word to the children of God, bid- 
ding us put the interests of His King- 
dom first in our lives. As we do this, 
and endeavor to walk before Him in 
righteousness, we are entitled to the as- 
surance that all needed temporal mercies 
will be provided. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


All we have is from God and there- 
fore should be held as a stewardship 
committed to us by Him. We are not 
even to desire what belongs to another, 
much less appropriate it for our own 
use. To do so is to violate the law 
against theft. 

We are responsible to walk before 
God in trustful confidence, .seeking to 
do His will in all things, and as we do 
this we are entitled to count upon His 
Fatherly love and care in supplying 
every need as each day requires. To 
go through life without worry or 
anxiety, but in simple confidence in God, 
is our high privilege, assured that He 
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Last Week's Lessen 
8. August 25.—Jesus and Pure Living 
(Temperance Lesson). Genesis 1: 
27; Exodus 20:14; Proverbs 4:14- 
23; 6:20-23; 20:11; Matthew 5:8, 
27-30; Luke 2:52; 1 Corinthians 
3:16; Ephesians 5:1-6; Philippians 
4:8; 1 Timothy 5:22c 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. September 8.—Jesus and Sincerity 
of Speech. Exodus 20:16; 23:1; 
Psalm 15:1-5; Proverbs 26:18-28; 
Matthew 5:33-37; 23:16-22; 26:69- 
75; Acts 4:13-21, 23 








who cares for the lower creation, ani- 
mate and inanimate, will never forget 
the needs of His children. 


Lesson Outline 
Divine CARE FOR HuMAN NEED 
1. Property to be held inviolate (Exod. 
20: 15) 
2. The prayer of Agur (Prov. 30:7-9) 
a. The golden mean 
b. Danger of great wealth 
c. Danger connected with poverty 
3. Anxiety inconsistent in a child of God 
(Matt. 6:25) 
4. God’s care for the birds (v. 26) 
5. The folly of anxiety (vs. 27-29) 
6. Trust in the Father’s care (vs. 30-32) 
7. God’s Kingdom first; all else follows 
(v. 33) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The stewardship of wealth is a vital 
part of the teaching of Holy Scripture. 
What God entrusts to His people He 
would have them use for His glory. 
In meeting the necessities of ourselves 
and families we are using money aright, 
but we must not think of these alone, 
or even put them first. It is incumbent 
upon us to seek the Lord’s mind as to 
how we should dispense our funds. As 
we contribute to the alleviation of hu- 
man misery and to the furtherance of 
the Gospel we shall find joy and bless- 
ing such as miserly hoarding never gave 
to anyone, and our gifts of love will 
move the hearts of the recipients to 
thanksgiving to God, which will bring 
added glory to Him (2 Cor. 9:6-11). 


Summaries and Applications 


A miserly Christian is a wretched cari- 
cature of what a follower of Christ 
should be. Are we who profess to love 
His mame characterized by the benevo- 
lence that fills the heart of God? 

It is often said that “God will be no 
man’s debtor.” This is ever true. There- 
fore we may be assured that He will 
never allow one to suffer because of 
what they give for love of Him. 

To earn and save is perfectly right 
and laudable, but to hoard what might 
be used to relieve the distress of the 
needy is opposed to the Spirit of Christ, 
who dwells in the believer (1 John 3:17). 

There is more joy in giving in order 
to minister to those in need than in 
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accumulating for one’s own enjoyment 
(Acts 20:35). 


The cure for anxiety comes with the 
realization that God is a wise and lov- 
ing Father who is ever concerned about 
the welfare of His children. 


John Wesley said he would be just as 
ready to curse and to swear as to worry, 
for he did not know which dishonored 
God mere. This may seem strong, but 
think it through. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HAT economic principle is established 
by the Eighth Commandment and 
recognized throughout Scripture? 

2. Name other forms of stealing than the 
actual snatching of what belongs to some- 
body else. 

3. What economic condition tends most 
to integrity? 

4. Will financial security assure piety and 
integrity? Explain. 

5. Is it wrong to steal to satisfy one’s own 
hunger or that of one’s family? Discuss. 

6. What are the primary and the ultimate 
reasons for investing in heavenly rather 
than earthly values? 

7. Does our Lord’s teaching here (Matt. 
6:25) give excuse for negligence and shift- 
lessness in the ordinary affairs of life? 
Explain. 

8. What two groups of people are in mind 
in this call to look to higher things? 

9. What two reasons does our Lord offer 
for our not worrying? 

10. Is Matthew 6:33 a practical course in 
this materialistic world? . 


(Answers on page 748) 
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The Illustration Round Table 





in advance of the lesson, 
from earlier ‘“Tllustration 
is given to ill 
ted lesson text. Beca' FOR 
Brcie the total subsitted on cach lesson to 
four illustrations. 
Worth-while “Foolishness.”—Lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
tupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where your treas- 
ure is, there will your heart be also 
(Matt. 6:20, 21, Golden Text). When 
Pepper Martin, the Cardinal’s hero of 
the 1931 World’s Series, was asked, 
“What is your chief ambition?” he an- 
swered, “My chief ambition is to go to 
Heaven!” His flippant questioner guf- 
fawed, “You want to play a harp, eh?” 
“Mister,” said Martin, “I don’t think 
that’s funny. People don’t want to be 
ignoble, I guess, but they surely are so 
without thinking. If there is anything 


8 
5 
e 
v 
a 
: 
g 
F 


foolish in reading the Bible every day 








— 


sagen 











nn areca 














Dx teas abet ome. 


eines baw 


—_ 


ee ee ee eS 


— 


AA AO Se 





Lesson for September 1 


and believing its contents; if. there’s 
anything funny about wanting to enter 
Heaven when you leave this life, then 
I’m afraid that life in this world is not 
worth living.”"—From Now magazine. 
Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, 
Nebr. 


Home Time.—Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also (Matt. 6: 
21, Golden Text). A sailor from Colo- 
rado kept his watch on Mountain Stand- 
ard Time, in order to remember home. 
When the watch said 5.a.m. he knew his 
father was milking the cows, and in the 
evening at seven-thirty he knew the fam- 
ily was around the home table, thanking 
God for what was on it, and asking Him 
to watch over the absent son. “It’s 
thinking about those things that makes 
me want to fight when the goin’ gets 
tough. I can find out what time it is 
where I am easy enough, but what I 
want to know is what time it is in Colo- 
rado.”"—From Revelation. Sent by E., 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


What Exposed Their Need.—Thou shalt 
not steal (Exod. 20:15). After making 
an appeal to workers in their factory 
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canteen, an evangelist invited questions. 
A man stood and said bluntly: “We don’t 
need religion. We have everything we 
want: We have plenty of money. The 
firm provides recreation. Food is put 
before us, and we don’t even have to 
wash the dishes. What need have we 
of religion?” The evangelist found his 
reply in a poster prominently displayed 
which read: “Twelve hundred knives 
and forks have been stolen from this 
canteen during the past month. In the 
future those who use the canteen must 
bring their own cutlery.”—From Pente- 
costal Evangel. Sent by Mrs. Kenneth 
F. Browning, Rochester, N. H. 


His Small Beginning.—Thou shalt not 
steal (Exod. 20:15). A young man was 
arrested for swindling his employer out 
of $30,000. He sat alone in a crim- 
inal’s cell; the question came to him 
sharply, “How came you here?” Look- 
ing back twenty years, he saw himself 
a schoolboy, ten years old. He remem- 
bered his Uncle John—such a queer, 
kind, forgetful old man. One morning 
his uncle had sent him to pay a bill at 
the country store; there was seventy- 
two cents left and Uncle John didn’t 
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ask for it, A great temptatiaPeangp: 


he said to himself, “Sh 
or shall I wait until 
He never gave back th 
of $30,000 brought this yo 
a prison door; but when a boy he en 
that way when he sold his honesty for 
seventy-two cents. — From Christian 
Business Men’s League Bulletin. Sent 
by Frank Berg, Beloit, Wis. 










Lest He Become Obsessed.—Give me 
neither poverty nor riches; . . ..lest I 
be full, and deny thee (Prov. 30:8, 9). 
At a meeting of the Colorado Confer- 
ence Historical Society, a story was told 
of a pioneer preacher, who, during the 
gold rush, had taken a little time off 
and joined the prospectors in panning 
for gold. Soon he was giving all his 
time to the search for gold. Suddenly, 
realizing his peril, he climbed to a high 
peak, and opening the handkerchief 
which contained the gold dust he had 
washed out so laboriously, he shook it 
out upon the ground, then held up the 
cloth that the mountain winds might 
cleanse it. This story does not mean 
that there is any disgrace in making 
money, if it be made honestly. But that 
Colorado preacher was becoming ob- 
sessed with one desire—to get rich— 
and he saw it. Let us be sure that the 
love of money has not gripped us. May 
we, as Christians, have a keen sense of 
honor, and practice the principles of 
stewardship.—From the Upper Room. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“It Pays to Put God First.”—But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you (Matt. 6:33). Rob- 
ert G. LeTourneau writes: “Our young 
people had been going regularly to a 
mission to hold a Gospel service, and 
I had been going with them. One night 
I had some special work to do. I was 
operating a small factory at the time, 
and machinery had to be built the next 
day for which I had to make the design 
that night in order that a crew of men 
on contract could buiid it the next morn- 
ing. How could I do my work and at- 
tend the meeting at the mission? The 
Lord and I had quite a struggle while 
I was trying to decide what to do. Al- 
though I could not understand how I 
was going to get the plan drawn for the 
next morning, I went with the young 
people and we had a profitable time. 
I returned home about ten o’clock. Up 
to that time I had been unable to make 
a single plan. I sat down at the draft- 
ing board, and in about five minutes 
the outline and plan was as plain as it 
could be. What is more, the little piece 
of machinery designed that night has 
been the key machine in all that I have 
been building since. It pays to put God 
first."—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Thou shalt not steal” (Exod. 20:15). 
—Within a month, two spectacular jewel 
thefts came to light that make noted 
gem pilferings of the past look insignifi- 
cant. 

The theft of the Hesse crown jewels 
in Germany, of which three persons are 
accused, yielded $1,500,000 or better in 
one haul. 

A mysterious Japanese colonel is said 
to have pre-empted ten trunks and five 
crates of jewels, gold, and cash worth 
some $30,000,000 from the Netherlands 
East Indies. 

But he also is a thief who robs God 
of time and tithes which are His. (See 
Mal. 3:8.) 

The people chose the robber, Barabbas, 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, when He was 
on trial before Pilate (John 18:40). 

The Lord Jesus was crucified between 
two thieves—one of whom heard the 
Son of God say to him, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 
23: 43). 

Ever since the death and resurrection 
of the Saviour, thieves as well as all 
other classes of sinners have been saved. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 

“Remove far from me vanity and lies” 
(Prov. 30:8).—The world has become so 
bold in its shame that it does not hesi- 
tate to advertise many of its theatricals 
as “Vanities,” “Follies,” and “Scandals.” 

And some religious leaders of the 
world have become so deceived by the 
Father of lies (John 8:44) that they 
bluntly say there is no matter, no sin, 
no sickness, no pain, no death, and no 
judgment. 

One of its advocates said to me, “God 
doesn’t know I have that car which is 
parked in your driveway.” 

When .we replied, “Then you know 
more than your God,” he just smiled 
complacently. 

If Agur felt the need of offering that 
brief but comprehensive prayer in his 
day, how much more applicable is it 
today ! 

“The sum and substance of Agur’s 
prayer,” says Holden, “is: ‘O Lord, re- 
move from me all sin and error, all 
falsehood and deception; give me neither 
a superfluity, nor a deficiency of those 
things which befit my station, but a 
competency adapted to my rank and 
condition of life; lest if I have more 
than enough, my heart may be tempted 
through luxury and pride of wealth, to 
forget Thee; or lest I have not a suffi- 
ciency, I should be induced to steal, 
or to arraign the equity of the divine 
government, and profane the name of 
my God, by perjury and blasphemy.’” 
(Comp. Deut. 8:11-17; 1 Chron. 4:10.) 
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“Take no thought for your life, what 
ye shall eat, or ... drink; nor yet... 
what ye shall put on” (Matt. 6:25).—A 
friend of ours went to three doctors. 
Upon examining her they found nothing 
organically wrong. They asked her, 
“Are you worrying about something?” 
When she admitted she was, they an- 
swered: “Medicine cannot do a thing for 
you. If your circumstances can be 
changed, change them; but if not, and 
you must endure them, do it without 
worrying or you will become a nervous 
wreck.” 

The “thought” which the Lord for- 
bids is the anxious thought. He forbids 
worry, for it is a reflection on the 
Father’s care and provision for His own. 
Furthermore, worry never provided food, 
drink, and raiment. 

George Robert Sims in “Occasional 
Lines,” says: 

*Gainst minor evils let him pray, 

Who fortune’s favor curries, — 

For one that big misfortunes slay, 

Ten die of little worries! 

“Behold the fowls of the air: for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them” (Matt. 6:26). 

When we see the lilies spinning 

In distress, 
Taking thought to manufacture 
Loveliness; 
When we see the birds all building 
Barns for store; 
"Twill be time for us to worry — 
* Not before ! 


We should allow all our anxieties to 
fall upon the Lord, for He is interested 
in us (1 Pet. 5:7). 

“Consider the lilies” (Matt. 6:28).— 
While on my bed one night, without 
having seen lilies during the day, and 
without having entertained anxious 
thoughts regarding food and raiment, 
these words came to mind, “Consider the 
lilies.” So, there in the darkness and 
quietness of the night I began with the 
Holy Spirit's help to concentrate on 
lilies. 

One thought that came was the fact 
that just as there are various kinds of 
lilies throughout the world, so there are 
different kinds mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures. I thought of “lilies of the field” 
(Matt. 6:28); lilies of the valley (Song 
of Sol. 2:1); lilies of the garden (chap. 
6:2); and lilies of the temple (1 Kings 
7:21, 22). 

And as each literal lily has its own 
beauty and appeal, so each species of 
lily mentioned in the Scriptures posses- 
ses its own admonition or lesson for the 
spiritually-minded believer. 

From the lilies of the field, we learn 
the practical lesson of freedom from 
worry. 

The lily of the valley would teach us 
the necessary lesson of humility. 

From the lilies of the garden we gather 
the exquisite thought of being here for 
His delight and satisfaction. 

And the lily work of the Temple re- 
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veals the crown of strength and estab- 
lishment to be graciousness. And linked 
with every lily is the thought of purity. 
The sight of a lily today brings back 
this nocturnal meditation. 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


ie 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Being Honest 
(Exod. 20:15; Luke 19:1-8, 45, 46; 2 Cor. 18:7) 


HE picture for the poster is a cookie 

jar with a little hand thrust into it. 
I wonder if you can guess what it means. 
The Commandment is, “Thou shalt not 
steal.” : 

Of course you children don’t break 
into houses and steal things, but some 
children do. Every paper we read tells 
of the police arresting boys for doing 
just that. But let me tell you a secret. 
The first time they took something that 
did not belong to them, it may have 
been out of their mother’s refrigerator, 
or jelly cupboard, or it may possibly 
have been a few pennies out of their 
mother’s purse. 

Did you ever do that? Did you know 
you were stealing? 

One thing every child should learn 
before he leaves the Beginner’s Depart- 
ment is that anything that does not be- 
long to him does belong to some other 
person, and that he has no right to take 
it or use it, without the owner’s con- 
sent. And that goes for borrowing, too. 
More trouble arises in families from 
borrowing clothing, books, jewelry, and 
other things, than over almost any other 
one thing. 

Daddy is getting dressed. Oh-oh, 
Junior has borrowed his tie he intended 
to wear! Mother looks for her one and 
only pair of nylon hose, only to learn 
that teen-age daughter wore them last 
night, and they are wrecks. One child 
who is careless borrows his careful 
brother’s books and forgets where he 
left them. It isn’t stealing, but it is a 
first cousin. If your family belongs to 
the “Borrowing Brotherhood,” take 
your name off their membership list 
right now. 

Maybe you start by borrowing. It is 
so easy to step over into taking things 
for keeps. Then if nobody stops you, 
you may begin taking things from other 
people outside the family. 

Do you see why God said, “Thou shalt 
not steal”? It is one of the traps Satan 
sets for people. It grows on them. I 
know a girl who used to be in my Sun- 
day school class, a sweet girl. A few 
months ago a woman said to me, “I was 
at a little party yesterday, and some- 
body took five dollars out of my purse. 
I can’t imagine who.” When I asked a 
few questions, I found that this girl had 
been at the party, and then I knew who 
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had stolen the money, because she has 
taken money out of purses at parties 
for several years, until now whenever 
anybody loses money at a party, they 
go to her and ask her for it, and she 
gives it up. But she goes on stealing. 
She is married, and her husband is in 
distress most of the time on account of 
her stealing. It has gone on and on un- 
til it has become a disease with a great 
long name, kleptomania. 

Ask the Lord Jesus Christ to keep you 
honest. Maybe you don’t steal, but if 
you found a knife, would you try to 
find the owner, or would you put it in 
your pocket? Maybe you might know 
whose knife it was, but perhaps you 
wouldn’t say anything about finding it. 

Or you might be doing a little job 
for a neighbor, and when she came to 
pay you, you told her you worked a 
few minutes more than you really did. 

There are so many ways of being dis- 
honest, and so few people, even Chris- 
tian people, are honest. They do dis- 
honest things thoughtlessly. There’s just 
one way to be honest and stay honest, 
and that is to let the Lord Jesus come 
into your heart and watch your life for 
you. Then a still, small voice will warn 
you in your heart when you are 
tempted to be dishonest. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we praise Thee that 
Thou kaowest all about our needs. We 
have no reason to take that which does 
not belong to us, for Thou hast assured 
us in so many ways that Thou wilt 
supply all our needs. Help us, we pray 
Thee, as we study Thy Word together 
today, to apply the words by faith to 
our own hearts. It may be that some- 
one among us needs the very one of 
the Ten Commandments that we are to 
think of today; others may have need 
of the comfort that Thy servant Matthew 
gave us when he recorded Thine own 
words. Open our hearts, Lord, to re- 
ceive conviction or comfort, as the case 
may be. May we ever seek first Thy 
Kingdom, and not take anxious thought 
for the days to come. We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the mas- 
terpieces of our adversary, the Devil, is 
to make men believe that their first 
duty is not to glorify God, but to make 
a living. It is this error that makes 
life sordid and hard, weighs down the 
heads of families with anxiety, and 
sometimes leads to stealing. Men get 
the idea that the world owes them a 
living, and that they have a right to 
get it by fair means or foul. But the 
Scriptural and right way to look at life 
is to see it from God’s point of view, and 
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to remember that “man’s chief end is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” 
If we put God first—each day, each 
week, and in all our great decisions — 
then life takes on an entirely new as- 
pect, and’ we can serve and love Him 
with our whole hearts. Then we can 
heed His oft-repeated command to “take 
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no thought ... ,” for He says, “Your 
heavenly Father knoweth,” and He 
promises, “All these things” — clothes, 
food, and other things — “shall be added 
unto you.” How many of God’s children 
there are who could stand up and say, 


-“I have proved God in my own life, 


and I know these words are true!” 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Teaches Honesty in All Things 
(Exod. 20:15; Deut. 25:13; Luke 19:1-8) 


HAT game do you boys and girls 
like to play best — ball, hopscotch, 
Chinese checkers, croquet? What a lot 
of fum you have playing with your 
friends during the long summer vaca- 
tion! And do you sometimes have quar- 
rels about your games? Why quarrels? 
Because someone doesn’t keep the rules 
and play fair? Then why have any 
rules? That is hard to answer, but I 
guess there just wouldn’t be any game 
if there weren’t any rules. Who makes 
the rules? Somebody who knows all 
about the game or somebody who never 
played before? Usually the person who 
makes a new game makes the rules to 
go with it, so everybody can have just 
the best time possible playing it. Here 
are the printed rules that came with 
(Show the directions that came 
with some game.) Shall I throw them 
away, and you play one.way and I an- 
other, just any way each of us wants 
to? Would we have a good game of 
? So far as I know there’s only 
one game that hasn’t any rules. You 
can play “wrong” any old way. No mat- 
ter which way you do it, it’s wrong! 
There’s a big important game that we 
are all players in. God made the game 
and He has given us the rules in this 
Book. (Show a Bible.) ‘What are the 
rules about children and parents? About 
our treatment of God? (By such ques- 
tions review those Commandments that 
have already been learned.) ‘You will 
not have much fun, nor will other peo- 
ple want to play (live) with you if you 
won't follow the rules. We have an- 
other rule today —one especially about 
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playing games. “Thou shalt not steal” 
(Exod. 20:15, Memory Verse). You don’t 
think that’s about playing games? Well, 
it is, but I don’t mean: stealing bases 
in baseball—that’s fair and according 
to the rules, isn’t it, boys? Every time 
you cheat, you are stealing a score away 
from someone else so you can win. (Il- 
lustrate from some game your pupils 
have mentioned as being popular among 
them.) Do you ever steal rank at 
school? Do you ever steal food from 
the kitchen at home? How many other 
ways can you think of that boys and 
girls steal or, cheat? (These may be 
listed on the blackboard.) Who will 
write God’s rule about these things right 
across them in red chalk? Who will 
write this Eighth Commandment on the 
figure eight? 

I’m afraid most of us do not play by 
this rule in every part of our game of 
life. How can we get the cheat out of 
us and out of others? Do you know 
the story of what took the cheat out 
of Zacchzeus? (Lesson for May 26.) It 
was the Lord Jesus Christ. When He 
came into Zacchzeus’ house and life, see 
how the cheating went out! Notice in 
Luke 19:8 two things that show that the 
cheating and stealing from others was 
over. He was going to give back four 
times as much as he took unfairly. 
Then he was going to give away, 
instead of take. Yes, the Lord Jesus 
takes the cheat out of people. He will 
take the cheat out of you, if you'll let 
Him. Then you'll want to give instead 
of take, too. 

One of the greatest coaches in our 
country was Mr. Stagg. His baseball 
team was playing a championship game. 
One of his men was racing for the home 
plate to make the winning run, after 
another player had made a strike. “Get 
back to third base,” shouted the coach, 
“you cut it by a yard.” “But the um- 
pire didn’t see it,” said the runner. 
“That doesn’t make any difference,” 
roared Mr. Stagg. “Get back!” (Re- 
ported in the Illustration Round Table.) 
They lost the ball game. But they won 
a great victory in the game of life. Do 
you think your Coach, the Lord Jesus, 
will let you make unfair plays? Not 
if you obey Him. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is an enemy which 

we foolishly allow to visit us on 
occasions, and in some cases the visits 
become so frequent that he finally brings 
his trunk and lives with us. This enemy 
is Mr. Worry. One of the greatest fol- 
lies a Christian can be guilty of is to 
admit this fellow into any part of his 
program at any time or any place. Yet 
we let him in and he does a lot of dam- 
age. He destroys confidence and he 
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weakens efficiency. He makes us falter; 
he holds us back from courageous de- 
cisions and causes us to lose countless 
blessings. He can bring about com- 
plete and dismal failure, and in a multi- 
tude of lives he does just that. 

The Lord Jesus had much to say in 
warning us against Mr. Worry. In this 
passage from the Sermon on the Mount 
which we study today, He made it so 
plain. “Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on ... for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things” (Matt. 6:25, 32). The orig- 
inal Greek translated “Take no thought” 
can just as accurately be translated “Be 
not anxious,” or “Do not worry.” It is 
quite certain that our Lord would never 
say, “Do not think about these things.” 
Of course we must think about them 
and plan for them; that is what our 
minds are for, and it makes life very 
interesting. It is really delightfully in- 
teresting if we do not make the mistake 
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of worrying. What fun it is to plan with 
God’s guidance and to know of a surety 
that everything is going to work out 
according to His will and His love! 
There may be some change in the pat- 
tern, but we can know confidently that 
such change is directed by Infinite Wis- 
dom and will work out a greater satis- 
faction than we could have imagined. 


Among many others, there is one in- 
teresting proof (if we needed proof) 
that God, having created us, not only 
knows our every need, but He has made 
provision for each need, in proportion 
to its degree and urgency. Look at this, 
for instance: Let’s ask and answer the 
question: What is it that, physically, you 
use in greatest volume, and without 
which you would die quickest? Answer: 
The air to breathe. It is provided in 
greater volume than any other element, 
and is made most instantly accessible. Is 
there any way to measure the volume 
of pure, fresh air between earth and the 
stratosphere, available for our breath- 
ing? That which we need most instantly 
and in greatest volume is so provided 
by an all-knowing, all-concerned, and 
all-loving Heavenly Father. 


Next, with similar specifications, What 
is our second greatest and most instant 
need? Answer: Water. We drink it; 
a large percentage of the food we eat 
is composed of water; and we inhale it 
from the atmosphere. A large volume 
of water passes through our systems, 
daily—an average of one and a half 
pounds going out through the pores of 
the skin, alone, and without much exer- 
cise. Man can live only a few days 
without water. Water is provided for 
this need only second to air in abun- 
dance. Two-thirds of the earth’s sur- 
face is covered with it; the atmosphere 
is charged with it, and the clouds above 
are loaded with it. 


Third: Food.’ We can live longer with- 
out food than we can without water; 
but man without food dies in a few 
weeks. So God has provided feod in 
great abundance —less in volume than 
air and water, but sufficient and more 
than sufficient, and in great variety. 
Here are three primary needs for hu- 
man existence ‘and comfort: just see 
with what infinite wisdom and care the 
Heavenly Father has anticipated and 
provided to meet these needs in their 
varying degrees and urgency ! 

Now, fellows, could you imagine for 
a moment that a Heavenly Father like 
that would fail you in any single one of 
the needs you might have, great or 
small—and all in between? Likewise, 
with the same infinite wisdom and love, 
He has provided for every spiritual 
need, which is vastly more important. 
We are bound up in the bundle of life 
with God. “For your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things.” “Whether ... the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or 
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things to come; all are your’s; and ye 
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 
3:22, 23). 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The qvestions are on page 744) 


1. The principle of private property. 

2. Using our employer’s time to pursue 
our own affairs, demanding more labor 
than we pay for, and many other dishon- 
est practices are also stealing. 

3. Neither too much nor too little, but a 
secure competency (Prov. 30:7-9). 


4. No, for unregenerate man is given to 
covetousness. Therefore, while security is 
somewhat of a social stabilizer, man needs 
salvation to insure integrity and piety. 

5. While hunger, especially children’s hun- 
ger, is an extenuating circumstance, yet 
stealing is always wrong. It is better to die 
than to sin, and besides, we have a God 
who hears prayer. 


6. The primary reason is that heavenly 
investments are secure while earthly ones 
are not. The ultimate reason is that our 
heart goes with our treasure, and God 
wants our hearts set on things above. 


7. No. The Scriptures consistently teach 
diligence, but our Lord here as elsewhere 
forbids worry and anxious striving after 
temporal things. 


8. Poor people who are inclined to won- 
der where the next meal will come from, 
and rich people who incline to heap up 
more. 


9. The needlessness of it, when we have a 
Heavenly Father who cares; and the use- 
lessness of it, when we cannot increase our 
stature, bodily or economic, by that means. 


10. Try it and see. Others have, and it 
works. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


TREASURES OF HEAVEN OR EARTH —WHICH? 


| porn Our possessions and bless- 
ings should be valued only as they 
make us a blessing, and anything that 
will not make us a greater blessing 
should be cast aside. If we lived ac- 
cording to this principle, we would have 
less trouble with Commandment Eight. 


We think of stealing as taking some- 
thing that belongs to another, or keep- 
ing back something that should be paid. 
For instance, a woman who was picking 
cotton had accidentally turned in a wrong 
weight when she reported the amount 
of cotton she picked, thus collecting $5 
more than was actually due. Later, 
when she discovered her error, she told 
a neighbor, “I’m not going to say any- 
thing aléut it. The boss can easily af- 
ford to lose that money.” This woman 
might not have broken into the boss’s 
house to steal, but she was willing to 
cheat in order to receive pay that was 
not due. 


Some people may be dishonest when 
entrusted with a message for another. 
After church one night our village tele- 
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graph operator gave us a telegram to 
deliver to a neighbor who lived in our 
corner of the community. On the way 
home another neighbor who was riding 
with me suggested, “You can bring that 
telegram to my house and we can read 
it in the light.” This woman went to 
church and listened to God’s Word, but 
she had never realized that private in- 
formation which belonged to another 
was not part of her business and should 
not be broken into. 


The relative value of possessions is 
a difficult lesson to teach to a class that 
has not acquired a Christian interpreta- 
tion of earthly wealth, and ownership. 
When small children have a right atti- 
tude toward things they want to get, 
they will have less desire to get any- 
thing which should rightfully belong to 
another. 


Tangible possessions are not all that 
thieves will steal. They steal virtue, 
reputation, occupations, opportunities, 
and many other things that cannot be 
seen with the eye or handled with 
hands. “Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth.” 
“Treasure in heaven,” Christ called these 
“things.” 

When we think of possessions, we 
think of the spending of money, another 
important lesson to instill in the very 
young. Which would you rather have, 
balloons or ice cream? One of the little 
girls who went to our picnic did not 
have money for both of these, but when 
the other girls bought ten-cent balloons 
with their more ample funds, she did 
not think ahead or weigh values. The 
two balloons she bought burst in a 
hurry, and she was left with no balloons, 
and with only five eents for a nine-cent 
merry-go-round ride. After getting 
several merry-go-round loans, she asked 
her teacher for more money, “because 
all the girls have money to spend in 
town.” “What will you do with it?” 
“Buy what the others buy.” “Suppose,” 
suggested the teacher, “you would not 
want the same thing !” “I would buy 
it anyway,” replied this little one who 
thought life consisted of the abundance 
of one’s possessions (Luke 12:15). 

Concerning tangible possessions, Solo- 
mon gave a wise prayer: “Feed me 
with food convenient for me .. . lest 
I... deny thee ... or lest I be poor, 
and steal.” Our Heavenly Father 
“knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things.” Some praying people do not 
seem to have all their need supplied, 
but perhaps their essential need is not 
to be found in earthly possessions, but 
in a closer walk with God. Every trial 
is an experience in our course of train- 
ing for Heaven. 

“Let him labour . . . that he may 
have to give to him that needeth” (Eph. 
4:28). If people obeyed this command, 
there would be more sharing and less 
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suffering among needy ones; also less 
reason for stealing. 

Here are some possessions that may 
change as life goes on, but they cannot 
be taken away from us by thieves: 
health (Isa. 58:7, 8); learning (Dan. 1: 
17); travel experiences (Mark 16:15; 
Rom. 10:15); the Holy Spirit within (1 
Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 4:7); an incorruptible 
crown (1 Cor. 9:25; Rev. 3:11). In con- 
sidering possessions, tangible and in- 
tangible, let us think, “Do I want this 
for my benefit alone, or for the glory 
of God?” (Matt. 6:33; Luke 12:21.) 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for September 1 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Code of Hammurabi and Stealing 


HE depravity of human nature made 

it necessary for God to include in 
the Decalogue the Eighth Command- 
ment, “Thou shalt not steal” (Exod. 20: 
15). Pagan nations also found it nec- 
essary to legislate against stealing, as 
evidenced in one of the earliest law 
codes which has been recovered in 
archaeological work, the Code of Ham- 
murabi, dating back to nearly 2000 B.C. 
Law 21 of the Code provides that if 
a man makes a breach in a house, he 
shall be put to death in front of the 
breach and then be thrust into it. Law 
22 provides that if a man practices 
brigandage, and is caught, he shall be 
put to death.! For stealing from a tem- 
ple or a palace, the death sentence was to 
be imposed on a man (Law 6); however, 
different conditions obtained in certain 
circumstances, for Law 8 provided that 
if a man steals ox, sheep, ass, pig, or 
boat from a temple or palace, he shall 
restore thirtyfold; if the theft be from 
a common man, he shall restore ten- 
fold; and if the thief has nothing with 
which to pay, he shall be put to death. 
The Bible provides for restoration on a 
uniform basis, regardless of the person 
from whom the goods was stolen. In the 
case of an ox, the thief is to restore 
fivefold, or for a sheep, fourfold (Exod. 
22:1). 


The Lilies of the Field 


N ILLUSTRATING God’s providence, 
our Lord pointed out that Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed as were 
the lilies of the field that covered the 
hillsides of Palestine (Matt. 6:28, 29). 
The flowers referred to as lilies in the 





1For these Laws, see R. F. Harper, “The 
Code of Hammurabi, King of Babylon,” Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1904, pp. 17, 19; J. 
M. P. Smith, “The Origin and History of He- 
brew Law,” University of Chicago Press, 1931, 
p. 186; G. A. Barton, “‘Archaeology and the 
Bible.” Philadelphia, American Sunday-School 
Union, seventh edition, 1937, p. 381. 
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Now on Mondays 
ABC NETWORK 
Hear the favorite hymns 
of famous people, and 


your own favorites, too...on 


“CLUB TIME” 


Presented by the Makers of 
CLUB ALUMINUM 
Hammercraft Waterless Cookware 
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© Time spent with friends—vwnited to 
learn more about the Word of God 
in carefully directed group study— 
is just that! 

© Groups all over the country use 
Moody correspondence courses— 
each designed to help you occom- 
plish something definite. Your leader 
can be any Christian in the class. 
Plan to begin this fall. Write for 
further details today. 
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CHRIST,LAN 


Que bes of 21 DeLaxe Christmas folders have o aR ture 
Texts and meaningful sentiments that express B CHIIS 
spirit. Add Quality to the Christmas season. Designs are 


voy, v4 thographed in seven beaten tinted pastel colors. 

eo Chy ly 8 t-honori: ing, corde is make People conscious that Ly, yo 

® ‘Christ! irthday il readily at ‘ei je Offer we 
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SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO. " Shepherdstown, Pa. Box 38 





WANTED * trained dietitian; trained farm manager 


* for a church sponsored boarding high 
school in Kentucky mountains. Must be consecrated 
Christians. Write Room 609, Sunday School Times, 

25 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
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street, NEW YORK CITY 
Monthly Publication, “‘The Bible Today” 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas, Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 

Write for catalog. 








Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
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Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40. . 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 











JONES ANT KILLER 


Will RL your HOME of ANTS for QNLY 
25¢. For sale at stores, if your store con't 
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Jones Products Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 

















OPPORTUNITY 


for a Christian young man 21 to 30 years of age to 
serve as a dormitory proctor in a Christian pre- 
aratory school, Compensation: Nominal salary, 
Board and room, with the opportunity of carrying 
on college or high school education on a modified 
basis. Write Room 608, care of The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 














What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of Great Commission Prayer League 


Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 


25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
$25 N. 13th St. Phila. 5, Pa. 
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English Bible are believed to have been 
the Palestine anemones,? which grow. in 
a beautiful red color in Judea and in 
many colors in other places. Our Lord 
was probably using visual education 
here, or at least visual illustration, 
pointing to the very fields before them 
which were clothed in colors more glo- 
rious than the colorful robes of a great 
king like Solomon. 


WHEATON, ILL. 





2So reported to the writer by a man born 
of American parents in Palestine. 
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Servant of God, Well Done! 


(Continued from second page) 


father, an Augusta lawyer, was educated 
abroad; he was a brilliant agnostic who 
for pastime read Juvenal in the original. 
He and Mother never went to church. 
Sunday was a day for cocktails. Our 
home picture was — horrible !” 

Summers were spent in Paris. Life 
was deadly with ennui. The Oxford 
group gave little help. Then she was 
“dragged” by a friend to hear Mrs. 
Rounds. “What could that old thing do 
for me? Why—she looks mildewed! 
That terrible old shawl... that awful 
hair-do! 

“But I didn’t know that for seven 
years the prayers in the Green Court 
Chapel had ascended for my salvation. 
. . . Presently my. revulsion for Mrs. 
Rounds began to change, against my 
will, into a deep respect . . . One day 
my heart turned liquid within me. 
Jesus Himself stood before me, and 
I wanted to adore Him .. . Augusta 
society life grew siale, dreadful to my 
heart . . . I could not even remain at 
re 

She became dean of women in a great 
Christian school! 

I suppose that Mr. Crowell was the 
leading layman of the Presbyterian 
Church. I know no other in his class. 
Oh, yes, Mr. Mellon gave great sums 
to its pension fund, but one thinks of 
his Old Overholt Distillery and other 
things. Mr. Crowell wore the white 
rose of an unspotted business record. 
He looked for his church to be equally 
correct in its dealings. 

But in his later life he became dis- 
illusioned. He found that in -the Pres- 
byterian Church, as in other churches, 
men had come into controlling positions 
the silver of whose faith had become 
dross, their wine thinned out with water 
(Isa. 1:22). When they had succeeded 
so far in their silent campaign to trans- 
form its teaching as to vote into the 
office of Moderator the head of Union 
Theological Seminary, chief institutional 
source of its theological corruption, he 
quietly abandoned it, the church of his 
fathers. Patience had ceased to be a 
virtue. 

And he went further. Years before 
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he had observed the trend in the church 
and had taken measures to defend him- 
self and his property against it. He 
thought it an intolerable thing that his 
estate might be “captured” and used 
against the Gospel. He put this ques- 
tion to Mr. Loesch, his Chicago attorney. 

“IT would like to leave the bulk of my 
personal fortune,” he said, “in such a 
way as to protect it for many years to 
come from theft. Could a trust be fash- 
ioned so that the income thereof would 
be appropriated from time to time to 
such institutions only as are loyal to the 
Faith?” 

The way was found. It is described 
in his biography. There are to be no 
appropriations in perpetuo. It may well 
be used as a model to all those hereafter 
who also wish to protect themselves 
against the Unitarianizers, 

What a rebuke! And from such a 
gentleman! 

Mr. Crowell was eighty-nine years old 
when he died. “With long life will I 
satisfy him!’ He kept office hours in 
the Board of Trade Building in Chicago 
until the very last and always walked 
to the Chicago and Northwestern Sta- 
tion, seven blocks away, to take the 
suburban train. He did it on the last 
day of his life. When he took his seat 
in the train, as his custom was, he 
opened his little brown Pocket Testa- 
ment to refresh the inner man. A few 
minutes later he was with the Lord. 

The best thing I can say about Rich- 
ard Day’s account of this great and good 
man is that it is worthy of its theme. 
A book is a mighty thing — for good, as 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress” translated into 
scores of heathen languages; for evil, as 
“Mein Kampf,” the textbook of war and 
massacre. I can think of this book as 
having a transforming influence upon 
hundreds of young businessmen. The 
Apostle Peter spoke of Christ as leav- 
ing an example that we should follow 
in His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). The Greek 
word for “example” is that used for the 
paradigm in a schoolboy’s writing book, 
the model phrase for copying. 

Mr. Day has written such a phrase 
for men to copy. 

we 


His Birthday Song at Eighty 
(Continued from page 741) 


eighth birthday by composing this hymn, 
the last verse of which, as it now ap- 
pears in the hymnal, and the one which 
Dr. Wiseman quoted in what was a 
sacred resolution, runs in this happy 
strain: 
My remnant of days 
I spend in His praise, 
Who died the whole world to redeem: 
Be they many or few 
My days are His due, 
And they all are devoted to Him. 


From boyhood days to old age he had 
kept the faith. 
Much of the above has been recalled 
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in connection with my own eighty years 
of life, for I, too, am an octogenarian — 
what a word. Yesterday, March 3, 1946, 
was my eightieth birthday, and Iam now 
at my typewriter for the first time since 
I have joined the venerable company 
of those who have passed the milestone 
of fourscore years. Last fall, working 
on some illustrations on the lesson for 
March 3, I was impressed with a coinci- 
dence. Joshua, as stated in the lesson, 
said, “I am old and stricken in age.” 
Then said I to myself, “That’s just my 
case!” So if you turn back to the les- 
son for March 3rd in THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
Tres of February 16, 1946, and consult 
the “Illustration Round Table,” you will 
find one which bears my name. The 
eighty-year-old grandfather, as there 
recorded, when asked by his grandson 
as to which were his best years, gave 
the assuring reply, “They’ve all been good 
years.” That’s my testimony, too, life’s 
eighty years have all been good ones. 
Therefore with Charles Wesley and Dr. 
F. Luke Wiseman, I can say, “My days 
are his [God’s] due.” 

But one other thing I recall, also. 
My lifework has been in the ministry, 
as a pastor of churches. All of my pas- 
torates, since I left theological seminary, 
have been in northern New York. But, 
somehow, I was led into a side line of 
literary work. Therefore I have tried 
to serve God both with my voice and 
my pen. Some of this work has been 
done for Tue Sunpay Scuoot TIMgEs. 
That fact has made my name known, as 
my correspondence has indicated, from 
Maine to California. In fact, on a visit 
to the Pacific coast, I went into a church 
building on a week day, saw some copies 
of THe SunpAy ScHoo, Times, took up 
one to look at it, and found it contained 
one of my articles. For about fifty years, 
therefore, I have made contributions to 
this paper, articles on methods, hymn 
stories, and illustrations have been scat- 
tered through its pages. I must be one 
of the oldest living contributors to this 


periodical. My circle of friends has been - 


thereby increased. 
Lacona, N. Y. 
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A Letter from the Kassounys 
in Syria 

HE most recent news from Arousiag 

and Dicran Kassouny, who are work- 
ing in Beirut, Syria, came in an air 
mail letter dated June 9. Dr. Kassouny 
writes that “this year makes the cen- 
tenary of the Armenian Evangelical 
(Protestant) Movement. It was on July 
2, 1846, that the first church was estab- 
lished in Istanbul, Turkey. ... My father 
was made chairman of the centennial 
committee. . . . He was also asked to 
write the history of Armenian Protes- 
tantism. The work is now finished, and 
will be printed either here or in 
America.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In connection with the centennial cele- 
bration, the leaders are seeking to make 
the people acquainted with the history 
of the evangelical movement, and to 
present the content of its message, which 
is the Bible, as the source of Christian 
life and doctrine, salvation through 
Christ, and the importance of evangel- 
ism. It was hoped that $46,000 might be 
raised in connection with the centennial 
for the Armenian Evangelical Move- 
ment, and thus far $14,000 has been col- 
lected. 


Dr. Kassouny has helped to train a 
Christian choir and orchestra. Of these 
he writes: 


A centennial concert was decided upon 
by the committee, and they asked our 
group, the Sacred Music Singers, to pre- 
pare it. We had already planned to 
work on the Messiah, that glorious, in- 
spired work of Handel. We realized that 
the choice of the Messiah was providen- 
tial, since it presents Christ, the foun- 
dation and the essence of our faith. 
We sought regularly God’s presence, His 
strength, and guidance — and these never 
failed us. A new member has told her 
family: “What a choir is this! They 
start and finish with prayer.” At the 
time of the concert a musician asked me 
how one could be so calm, and I could 
testify that one could leave all in the 
hands of God ... and calmly trust in 
Him. 

The training of an orchestra was a 

more difficult job, as I had to rely mostly 
on amateurs and volunteers — some tech- 
nically not very efficient—to save ex- 
penses. 
_ But at last it was ready, and at the 
time set, April 11 for students, and 12 
and 13 for the public, the Messiah was 
given in the Assembly Hali (chapel) of 
the University. On Friday (12th) it was 
also broadcast by the British over 
JCLA. They.said it was the best broad- 
cast of its kind they had had in this 
part of the world. 

The following week we went to 
Aleppo, and in the Emmanuel Church 
we gave the Messiah on Thursday, and 
the “Seven Last Words of Christ” on 
Good Friday. 


In both cities the response was very 
cheering, whether from our church peo- 
ple or outsiders. To many it came as 
something the like of which they had not 
heard before. One greater satisfaction 
has been in the indirect reports of what 
it meant spiritually to those who were 
in the group, and to those that attended 
the concerts. 


I am glad to say that every year the 
enthusiasm for the Sacred Music Singers 
has increased. We began with a group 
of twenty-seven, and it has steadily 
grown larger. 

Dicran Kassouny was to graduate from 
the Medical School of the University of 
Beirut on the 26th of June. He then 
plans to take a year of internship in 
internal medicine at the University of 
Beirut Hospital—up to June 30, 1947. 
There is an urgent need of funds to 
enable him to complete his education, 
and also to help carry on the Gospel 
work that he and Arousiag are doing 
among the young people. Gifts designated 
for this work may be sent to The Sun. 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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PROCLAIM THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL 


on the Uniform Lessons 


Union lesson helps and story papers 
are Bible-centered, undenominational, 
easy to teach and interesting to study. 

especially for the small an 
medium sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

















WHAT CAN BE DONE 
AND WHERE? 


This is the question that forces 
itself upon the mind and heart of 
every thinking and feeling Chris- 
tian. 

Over a million Jews, the tragic 
remnant of European Jewry, are in 
the throes of a great famine and 
disaster, and many of them are He- 
brew Christians. They need our~ 
help to feed and clothe their hungry 
and wasted bodies. 

Above all, they need the Word of 
God for the comforting of their 
broken hearts and shattered souls. 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, 
INC., is dedicated to this ministry. 
This organization is one of the 
most active channels and outlets for 
Christian love and service among 
suffering Israel. Thousands are be- 
ing helped—their hunger tilled, 
their nakedness clothed, their de- 
spair dispersed, and heavy burdens 
lifted. 

God forbid that one of these little 
ones should perish because of our 
failure to help, or our indifference. 

You can help us carry on and 
increase this life-giving testimony 
to our Saviour. Pray for us. Tell 
your Christian friends about the 
need and the opportunity to meet it. 


Send your gifts to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Ine. 


General Secretary 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, 8.D. 
728-8 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Treasurer for Canada: 


Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont., Can. 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My 
Glory,” sent to all contributors, and 
also on request. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Take orders for America’s finest Christmas assort- 
ments. Sell on sight. Also unexcelled ——- Cards, 

t Wrapping 
Personals. Samples on approval. Write 


Birthday, Every Day, Etchin 
assortments. 


at once. ROBINSON CARDS, Dept. 51, Clinton, Mass. 


and Gi 





supported by 


terly to: 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 





A practical program of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
Fee-will offerings. 


Send for free illustrated Quar- 





WANTED 


Car or Stationwagon 





State price, model, and year. Send 
information or ask for references. 

REV. THOM CLARK 
170 Kearney Street - - Paterson, N. J. 

















Mount Vernon University 
J a 2301 Calvert St. Washington 8, D.C: 


“Holding Fast the Faithful Word” 
For young men and women who 
desire courses on the college or 
University level in Gow 
ernment, Arts and 
Theology. 

Every Class Opens 
With Prayer 
RESIDENTIAL AND 
EXTENSION CLASSES 


Approved 
for G. I. 


Training 











Calling Young Women and Young 
Men Willing to Serve 


in ministering to the mentally ill. The need 
is urgent. Learn while you earn. Write 
Director of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM Wyckoff, N. J. 














NRovs \CHOOL 


** Asherrlle 71( 


BEN i 





Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
The answer to the Christian parents’ 
search for a Christian school for 
their boy. In the mountains. Grade 
eight to college. 

Write for catalogue 














CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 





Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
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Rally Day in Your Sunday 
School 


ALLY DAY is not an easy time to 
plan for. Yet it is a day when the 
whole Sunday school should get together 
for inspiration and co-ordination after 
summer absences. Mary Brainerd Smith 
has prepared an excellent program, “Lest 
We Forget.” It was offered last year 
in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, and is 
offered again for the 1946 Rally Day. 
This Rally Day service includes re- 
sponsive readings for the whole school, 
special songs set to familiar hymn tunes, 
recitations for the various departments, 
and provision for a suitable address 
by pastor, superintendent, or special 
speaker. It is printed in handy folder 
form, and may be had at 25 cents a 
dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, and 
ask for the Rally Day service, “Lest 
We Forget.” 
we 


Children 1 at Home 


The Lightning Tree in the Lane 
By Alice Marie Graves 


¢¢ FEAN!” called her mother from the 
kitchen door one summer morn- 


*ing, “it’s time to go for the milk. Here 


is the pail.” 

Jean laid the burr basket she had been 
making down on the porch, and ran to 
get the pail. 

“You'll hurry back, dear, won’t you?” 
her mother asked. 

“Yes, Mother, I will,” answered Jean, 
lightly. And she waved good-by to her 
as she started off down the country road 
to the Vanderlin farm, where the Holts 
veere accustomed to get their milk. 

Jean Holt’s father was the country 
minister, and the little parsonage stood 
at the crossroads known as Lowell’s Cor- 
ners. Near the parsonage lived the 
Turners, and it was Jean’s chum, Ellen, 
who came running out now as Jean 
passed. 

“Oh, Jean!” she cried, “did you know 
that the big cherry tree in the lane was 
struck by lightning last night?” 

“The one back of the schoolhouse?” 
asked Jean, excitedly. 

“Yes, and it’s almost split in two,” 
went on Ellen. “Let’s go and see it!” 

“Yes, let’s,” agreed Jean eagerly. Then 
she stopped. “But Mother told me to 
hurry back with the milk,” she said, 
doubtfully. . 

“Oh, just for a minute, Jean,” begged 
Ellen. 

“Well,” hesitated Jean, “maybe if I run 
all the way to Vanderlin’s after I see 
it—” 

So the two little girls hurried past the 
schoolhouse and up the lane to see what 
was left of the old tree. — 
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“Why, look, it’s all spread open,” ex- 
claimed Ellen. “See how white it is in- 
side !” 

“And look at all those splinters on 
the ground,” added Jean. “Did you hear 
the crash last night when it was struck?” 

“I think so,” replied Ellen, “but there 
were so many I’m not sure. Isn’t it a 
shame about the tree, though? It was 
such a big one. Let’s call it our light- 
ning tree.” 

“Yes, let’s.” And then the two girls, 
discovering many ripe cherries on the 
ground, began to eat them. They heard 
a great chirping in the branches over 
their heads. 

“The tree is full of robins, Ellen,” 
laughed Jean. “They are scolding be- 
eause they think the cherries belong to 
them !” 

Ellen climbed up on the fence and 
drew one of the branches down to her. 

“Why don’t you do this, Jean?” she 
called. “We can eat them right from the 
tree.” 

Jean was up beside her friend in a 
moment. Eating cherries from a light- 
ning tree was so much fun! They 
laughed and talked and ate until, sud- 
denly, Jean looked down and caught 
sight of her milk pail in a fence cor- 
ner. 

“Oh, Ellen, Ellen, I’ve got to go!” she 
cried. “I’m afraid we’ve been here a 
long time.” And without waiting for a 
word from Ellen, she grabbed her pail 
and ran across the schoolyard to the 
road. 

The Vanderlin farm stood at the top 
of a hill, and Jean, breathless with run- 
ning, thought she would never reach it. 

Mrs. Vanderlin filled her pail with 
rich, fresh milk, and gave her a piece 
of hickory nut cake to eat on the way 
home. Jean didn’t take time to eat it. 
She walked just as fast as she could 
without spilling the milk. 

When she reached home, she opened 
the kitchen door in such a hurry she 
almost fell in the doorway. 

“Mother, I’m sorry,” she spoke quickly. 
“Mother!” she called. There was no 
answer. “O-oh, Mother !” 

She put the milk in the pantry and 
went to look for her. But she was no- 
where to be found. Her father and 
little Richard were gone, too. 

Then on the kitchen table she saw a 
note. 

“Jean, dear,” it read, “your father was 
called unexpectedly to Triona. We 
wanted you to go with us, but couldn’t 
wait any longer for you. Be a good 
girl while we are gone. And you might 
get the potatoes and string beans ready 
for dinner. There’s a piece of candy in 
the cupboard for you. Lovingly, Mother.” 

Tears of disappointment came to Jean’s 
eyes. She thought of the bridge across 
the shining river and of the Triona 
shops so full of fascinating things. 

Then she dried her tears and started 
to the cellar for the potatoes. “Well, 
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anyhow,” she said to herself, “Mother 
isn’t going to have to tell me to hurry 
back after this. Ill bring the milk first 
and then go to look at lightning trees 
and things like that !” 


San Mateo, Catir. - 
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Looking at Each Other’s Problems 
(Luke 6:31, 37, 38; 1 Cor. 12:12-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T LEAST four reasons are set down 

in God’s Word as to why the Chris- 
tian should be concerned with the prob- 
lems of others. The first one, seen in 
the three lesson verses from Luke’s Gos- 
pel, is that generosity pays dividends. 
This is true of generosity in thought as 
well as of generosity in deed. The link 
between judging not and condemning 
not, and our topic for this week, lies 
in the implication that, if we really con- 
sidered the problems and burdens of 
others, we would be more considerate 
in our dealings with them. 

The promise is that, if we do not 
judge unjustly or condemn unjustly, we 
shall be dealt with in like manner. This 
should remind us of that part of the Lord’s 
Prayer in which He taught His disciples 
to say, “Forgive us our trespasses; as 
we forgive those who trespass against 
us” (Luke 11:4). It is not that God sets 
a hard and fast proportion for His for- 
giveness, based on the measure with 
which we forgive others. But that He 
cannot grant us all the benefits of His 
forgiveness when we harbor unforgive- 
ness toward others in our hearts. 

ye 

A second reason seen in God’s Word for 
considering the problems and difficulties 
of others is that such a spirit is an attri- 
bute of God Himself. We are to be 
merciful, since our Father is also merci- 
ful (Luke 6:36), and we are to forgive 
because God has freely forgiven us (Col. 
3:13). The one great objective in Chris- 
tian growth is to become more and more 
like our Heavenly Father and like the 
Lord Jesus. Unwillingness to take into 
account the burdens and problems of 
others hinders that growth. 

4 

Still another reason given in God’s 
Word for considering the problems of 
others is that, when we seek to “bear” 
or alleviate the burdens of others, we 
are fulfilling Christ’s law of love (Gal. 
6:1-6). The Lord Jesus said to some 
of His followers, you will remember, 
“Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things that I say?” If we would 
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SOME of the opin- 


ions of reviewers con- 
cerning this book and 
its author. 





t¢LJE IS a master of all the im- 
portant apologetic literature 
of our language, and he has put 
the conclusions of that literature 
where even the humblest can 
reach it.” —Evangelical Christian. 





eet IS one of the most im- 
ortant volumes of the present 
decade.” —Revelation. 





‘HERE surely is a volume that 
will help to furnish the 
Christian unto all good works, that 
will provide him with a veritable 
armoury for defense of the faith.” 
— Sunday School Times. 
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obey, therefore, the Lord’s command to 
“love one another,” we must of neces- 
sity be considerate of the burdens and 
problems of others. 

“Bearing” one another’s burdens does 
not mean taking over all the responsi- 
bility rightfully belonging to others, for 
you will notice that, just a little further 
on in this sixth chapter of Galatians, 
we find the statement, “For every man 
shall bear his own burden.” There are 
certain responsibilities and cares that 
are rightfully ours in life, and ours 
alone, and are not to be turned over to 
anyone else. But others can sympathize 
with us, and help us to make the bear- 
ing of them more tolerable. 


vé 


Finally, we come to the great reason 
set down in 1 Corinthians 12 for tak- 
ing into account the problems of others 
and being considerate of them. Here 
we learn that all believers are members 
of one body, of which the head is the 
Lord Jesus, Himself. Just as in the phys- 
ical body, the injury of one member 
may affect or cause the suffering of 
other members, so, in Christ’s body, 
which is made up of all believers, the 
concerns and problems of one individual 
may affect other believers, and thus may 
contribute to the ill health or incapaeity 
of the whole. 

Every believer, therefore, has a re- 
sponsibility to every other member of 
the body of Christ —a responsibility to 
do everything in his power to see that 
each other member is brought into a 
state of spiritual health and soundness 
and usefulness. 

It is plain from this Scripture portion 
in 1 Corinthians that we have no right 
to consider any other member of the 
body of Christ as useless or inconsequen- 
tial. Paul recognizes here that there are 
differences among believers. Some are 
strong and others are feeble. Some are 
trained and cultured, while others may 
be simple and illiterate. Some may be 
among the so-called privileged classes 
of society, while others may be classed 
as servants. Yet all are of equal im- 
portance as members of the body of 
Christ, and are to be so considered by 
each believer. 

What difference would it make in your 
young people’s group if each Christian 
in it treated all the others in accord 
with this principle? 

What difference would it make in your 
own treatment of any other young peo- 
ple that you know? 

Will you let the Lord Jesus so control 
your heart and life that He may work 
out these great Christian principles in 
your life? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ye 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


~ 
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Bible Mastery Month 


IXTEEN years ago, in 1930, “Bible 

Mastery Month” began as a united 
campaign in Seattle, Wash. Every year 
a Bible book is chosen to be read 
through repeatedly in the month of Oc- 
tober, and literature is issued by a com- 
mittee of which the Rev. C. J. Boppell 
is chairman. In these years the follow- 
ing books have been studied: Galatians, 
1 Thessalonians, Colossians, John, He- 
brews, Philippians, Ephesians, Romans, 
1 John, James, 1 Peter; Galatians, 1 
Thessalonians, Colossians, 1 Timothy, 
Acts. 

This year the Sermon on the Mount 
has been chosen. The “Committal” reads 
as follows: “Trusting in the strength 
that God gives: (1) I will try to read 
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5, 6, 7) 
through daily during October, 1946. (2) 
I will pray that the Holy Spirit will 
quicken this reading in myself and 
others who read.” 

This plan of Bible study has been a 
means of great blessing to multitudes of 
individual Christians, and to many 
churches. Last year there were re- 
sponses from over 20 denominations in 
41 states, seven Canadian provinces, and 
four foreign lands. The co-operation of 
churches, Bible classes, and other groups 
is invited. A four-page leaflet, a com- 
mittal card, and a Bible marker with a 
calendar for October, may be had from 
C. J. Boppell, 2666 37th Ave., S.W., Seat- 
tle 6, Wash. Please enclose a self- 
addressed stamped envelope. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 








Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


August 26 to September 1 


Mon.—Micah 6:6-8. 
A Question and a Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord?” In coming 
before the Lord, first have the right 
spirit. Only worshipers can pray ac- 
ceptably. Worship is the main part of 
prayer. It includes thanksgiving and 
confession. These prepare the way for 
offering up petitions according to the 
will of God. Come with reverence, sin- 
cerity, humility, gratitude, and present 
your requests. A few words with the 
right spirit are more pleasing to God 
than many prayers that only have a 
pious sound. Pray for Winona Bible 
and Missionary Conference, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 


Tues.—Matthew 5:38-42. The Second Mile, 
PraYER SuccESTIONS: “‘Whosoever shall 


compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain.” Exceed expectations when deal- 
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ing with the wicked. Your over-and- 
above counts for much when giving your 


testimony. Show sinners the fruit of 
the Gospel. Christ has set you a loving 
example. He exceeds all your hopes; 


follow His example in doing good. Pray 
for America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, 
N. J. 


Wed.—Matthew 6:25-33. Treasures on Earth. 


PrayeER Suacestions: “O ye of little 
faith.” The less we expect from God 
the more we shall make of treasures on 
earth. Where our treasures are, there 
will be our love and interest. But one 
glimpse of God’s everlasting Kingdom 
will do more to lessen thirst for things 
which perish. “Godliness with content- 
ment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is cer- 
tain we can carry nothing, out” (1 Tim. 
6:6, 7). Pray for the Canadian Keswick, 
Ferndale, Muskoka, Ontario, Can. 


Thurs.—Luke 19:1-9. 
Zacchzeus and His Possessions. 
PRAYER SucGcestions: “He was rich.” 
Zacchzeus was not considered honorable. 
His gains were thought to be ill-gotten. 
He gathered them for himself until he 
met the Lord. Half of what he owned 
then went at once to the poor; and from 
the other half he offered to make resti- 
tution to those he had wronged. And 
from the rest came money for the 
feast he served to Jesus and his friends. 
Conversions of this kind are rare in our 
times. They will occur again, however, 
wherever Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. 
Pray for Summer Bible Conference and 
Youth for Christ Rallies, Atlantic City 
Y.W.C.A, (every Friday through August 
30th). 
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Fri.—Mark 14:3-9, A Gift of Love. 

Prayer Succestions: “She hath done 
what she could.” The woman who broke 
the alabaster box of ointment of spike- 
nard (very precious) and poured it on 
the head of Christ did a great and good 
work. Some called her gift of love 
“waste”; but Jesus called it “good,” and 
made her deed to be remembered down 
the centuries. A loving heart always 
will do loving deeds. Look away from 
spectators to the Lord. The Master 
praises; what are men? Pray for Brook- 
woods (Camp for boys), Box 111, W. 
Somerville 44, Mass. 


Sat.—Psalm 49:1-9. 
The Limitations of Riches. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They that trust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves 
in the multitude of their riches; none of 
them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him.” The coin of earth is useless in 
the spiritual realm. It cannot buy par- 
don for sins or peace of conseience. The 
soul’s redemption is not obtained with 
corruptible things such as silver and 
gold. Only the Son of God could pur- 
chase our salvation. Eternal redemp- 
tion was accomplished when He put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
Pray for Sacandaga Conference, Broadal- 
bin, N. Y. 


Sun.—Psalm 104:24-34. 
The Handiwork of God. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all.” Meditation 


leads to adoration. The works of man 
frequently are more observed than those 
of God. The radio and newspaper claim 
hours, God’s holy and eternal Word 
usually gets only minutes. Read the 
Book of Nature and also the Book of 
Grace. Pray for Bible and Missionary 
Conference (Christian and Missionary 
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Opportunity for capable man in long 
established Christian organization. Must 
have several years experience in ac- 
counting, compiling and interpreting 
financial reports. Give age, education, 
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salary. Room 610, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N.. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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Handbook of World Events in the y= of God’s Word; 
also digest of the most dependa hetic thought. 
News and views gathered by ds taff of Ameri- 
can Prophetic League, Inc. 


Subscribe TODAY 


Trusted and appreciated for many years by Bible 
teachers over the world because of its dynamic infor- 
mation, sane presentation and conviction-laden articles. 
Only $1, 1-year subscription. You'll wonder why you 
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MANUAL of VISUAL TEACHING 


FOR YOUR FLANNELBOARD 


You cari teach the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons on your flannelboard from beautifully 
colored cut-outs with flannelized backing. Saves many 
hours of Preparation. This method enables you to 
hold children’s interest by combining word with action. 

13 lessons; 13 sets of cut-outs with clear instructions. 

Issued quarterly at an amazingly low price—$2.00. 

PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK for coloring to 
accompany the Manual, 12c per set. 


Other flannelboard lessons and accessories for every purpose. Catalog free. Send 10c. 
for complete samples of Sunday School quarterlies Rp med ° 
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JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY! 


A Gomplete UNIVERSITY WITH 


A @hristian ATMOSPHERE. 


ohn Brown University holds to the fundamentals of Christianity without compromise. 
Dr. John E. Brown, president and ‘founder, has fostered this school as “America’s First 
University of Vocational Specialization.” Here, students from all cver America and many 
foreign countries receive the most complete education in their chosen fields that is avail- 
able today. Education opportunities include classroom theory, laboratory research, and 
commercial experience. A wholesome, homelike social life is a part of John Brown Uni- 
versity. For the finest youth of America, who want a truly Christian school, the doors of 


John Brown University are open wide. 


ACADEMIC @ ENGINEERING @ MUSIC e@ ‘BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Full Courses in all divisions. Fall Term Opens September 10 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


FOR DETAILED INFORMATION, WRITE DR. JOHN E.BROWN, 
PRESIDENT, JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY, SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 
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